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INTRODUCTION
The history of our parish dates back to 1908.

In writing the history of St. Anthony’s Parish, Forest Grove, Oregon, | attempted to cover
events of importance during the past 27 years. During that time, | served as secretary and
administrative assistant of the parish. My service spanned six different pastors and six
associate pastors from 1963-1990.

The main objective is to provide a summary of major events as well as the personalities of
pastors, associate pastors and staff members, and to remind the reader that it is the
contributions and giving of self and of each priest, nun and lay person that has made St.
Anthony’swhat it is today.

| have gone not only to the records kept during the past twenty-seven years, but to the many
memories and experiences that | have tucked away. Each priest has had a very special place
in the hearts of our parishioners — there were many accomplishments as well as
shortcomings.

In general, this history is chronological. | hope that regardless of its imperfections, this
history will provide insight into the parish’s fascinating past.

VeraH. DeWolf



ST. ANTHONY OF PAUDA

St. Anthony’s parish is under the patronage of St. Anthony of Padua. St. Anthony lived in
the 1200’s and was strongly influenced by St. Francis. At fifteen, Anthony entered the Order
of Regular Canons of St. Augustine near Lisbon. Two years later he was sent to the convent
of the Holy Cross of the same Order at Coimbra. After eight years of intense studies, he was
inspired to follow the footsteps of the Franciscan Order. After preaching to the Moors in
Africa, he became severely ill and became obliged to return to Spain, but his desire to see St.
Francis took him to Assisi where he was made a professor of theology. Finally he gave up
teaching and devoted himself entirely to preaching. He labored hard to preserve monastic
discipline.

St. Anthony was acknowledged by many to be a person of incredible holiness and wisdom.
Many miracles were attributed to hisintercession. He died on June 13, 1231 — and is known
as the patron of the poor.

S. Anthony, pray for us that we trust God to lead and guide us, not according to our plans,
but His glory alone.



IN RECOGNITION AND GRATITUDE

Whatever the shortcomings of this history, they would have been much more without the
generous help, advice and comments of those on whom | relied.

Fr. Dennis O’Donovan
Fr. Dave Guttmann
Jim Shores

Dale Goodrick

Jerry and Mary Wieber
Morrie DeWolf
Michael DeWolf

Mary Eagle

GOD BLESSYOU ALL

A specia THANKS to my friend, Mary Wieber, for her generosity in helping with the many
office duties, especialy during the times that | was away. Mary’s talent for keeping things
running smoothly and editing a fine weekly bulletin was always appreciated. Without her
generous outreach it would have been difficult. God bless you always, Mary!

Also, abig THANKS to Nora Meeuwsen, my friend, on whom | relied many times. During
the 60’s and 70’s, Nora’s help in the office, and expertise in contributing ideas and help on
the numerous fundraisers, especialy the annual parish dinner, was aways appreciated and
important for the financial health of the parish. Nora was always there for her parish. God
bless you always, Noral

And, | gratefully acknowledge our talented parishioner and artist, Carl Tasa, for his beautiful
sketch of the early church and the present church, so nicely depicted on the cover of this
parish history. Thank you Carl and God bless you and your family.

| can never adequately thank the people who have helped me in the course of the past three
years.

Loveisvery
patient and kind..

~ | Corinthians 13:4



INMEMORY.....

A number of our parishioners have passed away. To them we owe a debt of gratitude for
their hard work and support during the past years. Their strength and faithfulness are
qualities we need always remember:

Some of the outstanding parishioners whose service comes to my mind, just to mention afew
are:

Art and Laura Flynn, George and Lena Hendricks, Cecilia and George Vuylsteke, Ben and
Cecilia Gent, Bert and Julia Heesacker, Ernest Heesacker, Les and Naomi Blem, Mary
Rauch, Ada Larsen, Mary Armstrong, Richard (Dick) Hendricks, Norbert Meeuwsen, Helen
and Justin (Jiggs) Crunican, Francis Duyck, Theresa Meeuwsen, Andy and Theresa
Vanderzanden, Ray and Susie Vanderzanden, Jim Hills, Rene and Gladys Wyffels, Lincoln
Hoilien, June Smgkl, Della Benoit, Margeurite Mangold, Jean Warner, Carl Landauer,
Claude Sheldon, Joe T. VanDyke, Henry Holzmeyer, Fred and Cecilia VandeBergh, Nanette
Cop, Chet and Ann Evansen, Rose Eickhoff, Fermen and Viola McAdoo, Robert Klenke,
Rosalia McMahon, William and Viola Sohler, Mary E. Spiering, Viola Jackson, Art and
Blanche Guarinello, Lucy Larsen, Connie Wise.

There are many others, who are not mentioned by name, but whom we will always continue
to remember for their loving contributions to St. Anthony’s parish.



FORWARD

Many who have worked closely with Vera DeéWolf cannot help but stand in awe of the
energy and dedication she put into her 27 years of service to St. Anthony’s. A good many of
those years Vera volunteered her time, without compensation — in the midst of caring for her
family.

Vera’s efforts in compiling this history point to the importance of seeing a parish not just in
the present moment but as a community of believers who have fashioned a history, a legacy
of passing on faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Many have sacrificed time and energy to make
St. Anthony’s what it is now - a people of God who continue to welcome anyone fortunate to
find their way here, if only for a short while.

Thank you, Vera, for giving so generously of yourself, your time and your love.

Mary Eagle
(On behalf of St. Anthony’s parish)



SUMMARY OF OUR PARISH HISTORY
1908-1958

The history of St. Anthony’s Church, Forest Grove, Oregon begins in 1908. Father F.J.
Kettenhofen, pastor of Visitation Church, Verboort purchased, in that year, the property now
bordered by Cedar Street and Seventeenth Avenue in Forest Grove. There the first Forest
Grove church was built. The property included a house which was remodeled to serve as a
rectory and a chapel.

In 1909, the Rev. J.P. Buck was appointed as the first resident pastor of St. Philip’s parish,
Forest Grove, by the Most Rev. Archbishop Christie. The name of the parish was changed
from St. Philip’s to St. Anthony’s by Father Buck at the request of the Catholic Extension
Society, through which organization Father Buck received alarge donation toward the cost of
building a new church. During Father Buck’s pastorate in Forest Grove, he was instrumental
in building churchesin Forest Grove, Cornelius and Gaston.

Father Buck served St. Anthony’s of Forest Grove and the attached missions of Cornelius
and Seghers (located three miles east of Gaston). A few years later, a chapel was built in
Gaston with funds received from the Extenson Society. In 1910 the mission of St
Alexander and in 1912 the mission of St. John had become attached to the Forest Grove
parish.

When Father Buck was first appointed pastor in Forest Grove, a census of Catholics
disclosed seven families — three of which were mixed marriages.

The building, which was erected under the direction of Father Buck, was intended to be the
first floor of a future school, but the structure was converted into a church which served the
people for 46 years. In building the church, the few families who were here were helped by
the parishioners of Verboort, through a donation from Mr. Hill, the well known railroad man,
and by the Catholic Extension Society. The church was dedicated on Sunday, August 27,
1911, by Archbishop Christie.

Father Buck was born in alittle log cabin located on the banks of the Minnesota River. His
parents were both Presbyterians and he was raised in a strict Calvinistic home. It was after
he had joined the Catholic Church that he decided to serve the Lord as a priest. He attended
the St. John Seminary in Collegeville, Minnesota, and later transferred to Mt. Angel
Seminary.

Father Buck served the Forest Grove parish for eight years and was then assigned to the St.
Joseph’s Church in Salem. During his pastorate in Forest Grove, he was assisted by the Holy
Cross Fathers.

In 1917, Rev. George Campbell succeeded Father Buck as pastor. In 1919, he was
succeeded by Rev. E.P. Murphy. Father Murphy was the first president of Columbia
University (Now University of Portland). Father H.E. Boesch then served the parish for 20
years, from 1922-1942. Upon Father Boesch’s retirement, Father John Larkin was appointed
pastor. He was helped by the Benedictine Fathers in taking care of the Forest Grove parish
and its two missions. In 1947, Father Daniel O’Connell became pastor. Father C. Shea



succeeded him in 1950. In September 1952, Father Donald Denman was appointed pastor,
and was assisted by the Jesuit Fathers of Sheridan, Oregon.

In 1958 Father John O’Callaghan became the new pastor of St. Anthony’s. Father James P.
Heade succeeded him in 1966, followed by Father Stephen Breitenstein in 1971 and by
Father Louis Sohler in 1978. Father Sohler retired in 1982, and continued as Pastor Emeritus
until his death in 1986. Father Dennis O’Donovan served as pastor from 1982 until 1989,
followed by the present pastor, Father Dave Gutmann.

Time periods that each pastor served at St. Anthony’s of Forest Grove during the period of
1908-1990 are as follows:

1908 — Father F.J. Kittenhoffen Administrator
1909- 1917 — Father J.P. Buck

1917- 1919 — Father George Campbell
1919- 1922 — Father E. P. Murphy

1922 — 1942 — Father H. E. Boesch

1942 — 1947 — Father John Larkin

1947 — 1950 — Father Dan O’Connéll
1950 — 1952 — Father C. Shea

1952 — 1958 — Father Don Denman

1958 — 1966 — Father John O’Callaghan
1966 — 1971 — Father James Heade

1971 — 1978 — Father Stephen Breitenstein
1978 — 1982 — Father Louis Sohler

1982 — 1989 — Father Dennis O’Donovan
1989 - 19 - Father Dave Gutmann

In 1955 the parish purchased the South Park High School on 17" Avenue and Elm Street
from the Forest Grove Public School District for the sum of $71,870. The purchase included
alarge athletic field, gymnasium, a house and a three story school with auditorium.

In January 1956, work was begun on the remodeling of the auditorium as a proposed church
and school. It was planned to have the church ready for services on Easter. The work was
well underway when a disastrous fire struck in late February completely destroying the
structure.



Plans for the new church were then drawn by Architect Louis Schmerber of Salem. On
November 28, 1956 the contract was let to the firm of Limpus and Phelps of Forest Grove for
the erection of the new church on the site of the old school. The amount of the contract was
$148,350. The building was completed in 1957.

Key planning committee members included: George Hendricks, Francis Duyck, Jerry
Wieber, Lester Blem, Fred Herb and Lincoln Hoilien.

The new and present church was dedicated by Archbishop Edward D. Howard on September
23, 1957. Former pastors attending the dedication included: Father John Larkin, Father
George Campbell, Father Dan O’Connell and Father Cornelius Shea.

Father Donald Denman was pastor during this time, and in the years following the fire, he
often heard joking remarks regarding the “convenient fire.” It was later realized that the
structure would not have served the parish as planned. It had not been designed by an
architect and probably would not have met building codes. So it became sort of a joke
among Father’s peers.

Father Don Denman was born in 1914, in Livingston, Montana. He attended St. Mary’s
Academy in Medford, St. Joseph College, Mountain View, California, Catholic University
and St. Edward’s Seminary in Seattle where Minor Orders sub-diaconate and diaconate were
conferred in 1942. He was the first chaplain for Catholic Girl Scouts while serving at St.
Mary’s Cathedral in Portland. He was serving at St. Mary Star of the Sea Church in Astoria
when he was transferred to Forest Grove. It was during Father Denman’s pastorate that the
purchase of the District 15 property and the Smith property east of town took place. And, the
present Church was built.

Father Denman isretired and lives at St. John Vianney residence in Beaverton.

Prior to buying the property from School District 15, property east of Forest Grove known as
the Smith property was purchased by the parish with the intent of building the new church
there. When the South Park High School property was offered for sale at a good price,
however, it was decided that the parish should go ahead with this purchase as it would be
more likely that a parish school could be a possibility. The Smith property was then sold.

The old St. Joseph’s Church in Salem had been razed, and the stained glass windows from
the old structure could not be used in the new building plans for that parish. An offer was
made to the St. Anthony’s Parish, and all the windows were purchased from St. Joseph’s
Parish for $1500. The windows were temporarily stored in the barn on the Smith property
until the new church building was ready for the installation. As some parishioners contend,
“the church was built around the windows.” In 1976, the parish contracted with Hauser
Studios of Stained Glass, Winona, Minnesota, to have some repairs made to the windows.
The remainder of the needed repairs was postponed until 1982 when Richard Dixon, Stained
Glass Specidist, Port Townsend, Washington, was hired for extensive repairs. Cost of the
project was $9157. The windows are highly valued for their artistic beauty and are
irreplaceable. They were probably designed and crafted between 1890 and 1910 and are
valued at over $100,000. The windows depict lives of the saints in the church and include —
The Sacred Heart of Jesus, The Good Shepherd, St. Patrick, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Agnes,



St. Joseph, St. Joan of Arc and St. Anthony. Our parish was indeed fortunate to have been
ableto claim the windows. Their beauty has enhanced our daily and weekly liturgies.
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SERVICE OF OUR ARCHBISHOPS

The life of a Catholic Parish is intimately connected to the life of its diocese and bishop. A
parish partially takes its identity from the diocesan bishop. At very least, the bishop strongly
influences the direction, life and ministry of a parish. That aso was the case with St
Anthony’s in Forest Grove. Before St. Anthony’s was even congtituted as a parish, three
Archbishops served the Archdiocese of Oregon City during the period of 1846-1898. The
first Archbishop was Francis Norbert Blanchet who served from 1846-1880; the second was
Charles John Seghers, who served from 1880-1884; and the third was William Hickley
Gross, C.S.R., a Redemptorist, who served from 1885-1898.

The following Archbishops served the Archdiocese of Oregon City and later the Archdiocese
of Portland in Oregon from the time that our parish began in 1908. (In 1908, Father F.J.
Kettenhoffen, pastor of Visitation Chruch in Verboort served as administrator of the mission
of Forest Grove for one year.)

In 1909 when Father Buck was assigned as the first resident pastor to Forest Grove,
Archbishop Alexander Christie was serving the Archdiocese of Oregon City. Oregon City
was the See but Archbishop Christie made his residence in Portland. During this time, he
obtained permission from Rome to establish the Diocese of Baker because of the great size of
the Portland Archdiocese and traveling conditions at that time. Shortly thereafter there began
aperiod of tria for the Archbishop. He was suffering from illness and was being charged of
not being truly orthodox. During this time of attacks by unknown sources, the Archbishop
made his answer by silence and great dignity. The Archbishop’s motto was “Faith and
Kindness.” His faith was made clear by his conduct during the period of torment through
which he passed.

The outstanding event in the last years of Archbishop Christie’s term was the Oregon school
bill which he faced in a condition of failing health but which resulted in great success. The
bill, introduced in July and passed in November, 1922, provided that al normal children
must go to public school, or be under severe penalty for failure to comply. The Archbishop
fought the bill. The State of Oregon lost the case before the Oregon Supreme Court,
appedled to the United States Supreme Court and, finaly, lost there in May 1925.
Archbishop Christie died just weeks before this news.

His splendid character, his personal charm and the contributions he made to Oregon and to
the development of the Catholic Church in Oregon received high regards from the secular
press and from various churches. Archbishop Christieis buried in Mt. Calvary Cemetery, the
first Archbishop to be buried in Portland. Archbishop Christie was the fourth Archbishop of
Oregon City and served from 1899-1925.

Archbishop Edward D. Howard was the fifth Archbishop of Oregon City from 1926-1928,
and the first Archbishop of Portland from 1928-1966. When Archbishop Howard died in
1983, at the age of 105, he was the oldest prelate in the world.

In April, 1926, Archbishop Howard was appointed to the See of Oregon City. He was
instaled in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Portland on August 6, 1926. On
September 26, 1928 Archbishop Howard’s See city was changed by a decision of the Sacred
Congregation in Rome, to the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon. The Archbishop
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immediately began centralizing his Episcopal government by creating a much needed
Chancery in the rectory of the Cathedral Church which served the purpose until a separate
chancery building was erected, the first in the Archdiocese. He re-organized the St. Vincent
de Paul and Holy Name Societies. In 1928, he was able to secure the Catholic Sentinel from
private ownership. Catholic education was very important to him and his determination was
tested in 1931 in All Saints Church in Portland. That parish had been denied a permit to
build a parochial grade school on the ground that the building would conflict with a local
zoning ordinance. Archbishop Howard appealed to the courts and won. The first
Archdiocesan high school for boys opened in 1939 (Central Catholic).

In 1939 Archbishop Howard was named by Pope Pius XII as an assistant to the Pontifical
throne.

He was still in office at age 80 and convened the Fifth Provincial Council of Portland in 1957
and attended the Second Vatican Council in Rome. After having served his Archdiocese for
forty years he resigned his See at age 88.

He spent his retirement years at Maryville Nursing Home in Beaverton. During Archbishop
Howard’s time as Archbishop, there was a marked increase in church attendance. He died on
January 2, 1983 and was buried at Mount Calvary Cemetery in Portland. His Funeral Mass
was telecast live from the Cathedral on January 7, 1983.

kkhkkhkkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhhkkhkhhkhkhkkhkhkkkhkkk*x

The next appointed Archbishop was Robert J. Dwyer — the sixth Archbishop of Portland in
Oregon. He served from 1966 — 1974. He was ordained on June 11, 1932, the first native
Utahan ordained for service in the Diocese of Utah.

His appointment to be Archbishop of Portland was made public on December 14, 1966, when
at that time he was serving the Diocese of Reno, Nevada. He left his diocese in sound
financial condition. The number of Catholics had increased over three times. In Portland he
was entrusted with the care of a sizeable Catholic population and a comfortable inventory of
churches, colleges, schools and buildings for religious orders. Besides the problems of
administration of a large Archdiocese, urgent problems soon appeared. The buildings of
needed schools and other projects had required a bank debt of over $7 million dollars.
Archbishop Dwyer undertook an extensive pledge program known as “ACTION,” which
resulted in the debt being paid off.

The Archbishop was of the old school, which taught that the Bishop should rule, while being
responsible to God for his conduct. The 60’s were a most trying time for him; he had a kind
heart and a strong determination to be just.

Finding his health dipping he resigned on January 22, 1974. At the installation of his
successor Archbishop Cornelius Power, he wasiill, and his address of welcome was read with
great effect by Reverend Willis Whalen. Soon afterward he left for Piedmont, California,
where he made a final home.

One of Archbishop Dwyer’s pleasures was the writing of columns for the Register System of
Catholic papers. He interested himself in matters of art such as the Liturgical Art Society.
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He was chairman and editor of the Nationa Catholic Register and was chairman of the
Catholic Twin Circle. During his last years he wrote a series about the lives of outstanding
figures of the Church called “The Saints Go Marching.”

On the morning of March 24, 1976, Archbishop Dwyer died of cancer.

kkhkkhkkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkhhkhkhhkhkkhkkkikkk*

Cornelius Michael Power was the seventh Archbishop of Portland in Oregon. He was
installed at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary in
Portland on April 17, 1974.

During his twelve busy years as the head of this Archdiocese, Archbishop Power
accomplished many things. He established an endowment fund to ensure financial stability
for the Archdiocese. At the Chancery level, he reorganized various Chancery offices into
Vicariates, and established the Office of Ministries and the Family Life Office. He
canonically formed the Vicariate for Southeast Asians.

Archbishop Power reorganized Catholic Charities as well as the Catholic Truth Society of
Oregon, which has been renamed the Oregon Catholic Press. In addition, he began an annual
clergy convention, founded the Oregon Catholic Conference, and held the first Archdiocesan
Pastoral Convention (1985).

Setting another precedent within the history of the Archdiocese, Archbishop Power requested
the Holy Father appoint two auxiliary bishops and on December 6, 1977, Pope Paul VI
named Bishop Paul E. Waldschmidt, C.S.C. and Bishop Kenneth D. Steiner.

On July 3, 1986, Archbishop Power received the approval of Pope John Paul Il, and
announced his retirement. Archbishop Power is spending his retirement years in Portland.

khkkkkkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkkkhkhkkddhkkx

William J. Levada was installed as the Eighth Archbishop of Portland in Oregon on
September 21, 1986.

All of the Archbishop’s great grandparents emigrated to northern California during the
1860’s and 1870’s. The Oliveira (paternal grandparents) and Nunes (maternal grand father)
families from the island of Sao Jorge, one of the nine isands of the Azores archipelago in
Portugal and Mahoney (maternal grandmother) and Tierney (paternal grandmother) families
from County Cork and County Kilkenny in Ireland. Sometime after1880, according to
census records, Archbishop Levada’s great grandfather, John Oliveira, officialy simplified
the family nameto “LEVADA.”

William Levada was ordained a priest on December 20, 1961. He served as auxiliary bishop
of Los Angeles for three years, and served as Director of Continuing Education for the
Clergy in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. He also served as President of the Senate of
Priests. In 1976 Father Levada was assigned to work for the Congregation for the Doctrine
of Faith at the Holy See, a position he held for six years. On May 15, 1980, he was given the
honorary title of Chaplain of His Holiness, Pope John Paul Il. In the summer of 1982
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Monsignor Levada returned to California to take up duties as Executive Director of the
California Catholic Conference of Bishops at the request of his own Archbishop. In
February, 1984, he moved to Santa Barbara, where he was assigned as Episcopal Vicar for
Santa Barbara County in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. During his years as a member of
the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, he served on severa Conference Committees:
Committee of Doctrine, Committee for Pro-Life Activities, Committee for Pastoral Research
and Practices, and Committee for a Pastoral Letter Responding to Women’s Concerns, as
well as the United States Catholic Conference Communications Committee. In September
1985, Bishop Levada was entrusted with the guidance of a reorganization committee for the
Archdiocese, reorganizing the Archdiocese administratively into five Pastora Regions, each
to be presided over by an Auxiliary Bishop, and reorganizing the central administrative
structure into a Cabinet of Secretariats.

Archbishop Levada was appointed in July 1986, by Pope John Paul to serve as the eighth
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon. Prior to his appointment in Portland,
Archbishop Mahoney of Los Angeles had just appointed him moderator of the Curia and
Chancellor of the Los Angeles Archdiocese (only three weeks before his appointment as
eighth Archbishop of Portland in Oregon).

Archbishop Levada presently serves the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon.

Following is an account of the priests | have known and worked with and who have
contributed so much to St. Anthony’s parish and its community:

The Pastorate of Father John T. O’Callaghan

In 1958, Father O’Callaghan was assigned pastor of St. Anthony’s in Forest Grove. A new
rectory was built adjacent to the new Church. In 1960, the old Church and rectory located at
17" and Cedar Street was sold to the United Methodist Church of Forest Grove.

In the summer of 1962, Father John O’Callaghan announced plans for the long anticipated
parish elementary school and convent. Father had an Archdiocesan reputation for getting
building projects accomplished, and he wasted no time in getting a building committee
appointed for the school and convent building project. A pledge drive was organized and
construction got underway immediately on the school building. Since the pledge drive did
not receive enough in contributions for both the school and convent, it was decided that the
convent would be built later when the school debt was paid in full. Father offered the rectory
for the sisters’ residence and he agreed to move into a small rental on Filbert Street until the
convent could be built.
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Members of the School and Convent Building Committee were: Les Blem, Francis Duyck,
Art Flynn, Maurice DeWolf, Jerry Wieber, Dick Hendricks, Paul Wyffels, Everett Vandehey,
Norbert Meeuwsen and Dave Spiering.

It took very few words to describe Father O’Callaghan. He was a kind person. Unselfishly
he gave up his home in the parish rectory in order to make the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Carondolet comfortable. “The Sisters deserve the best that we can offer,” he said. A roomin
the rectory was converted to serve as a chapel. It was particularly important to him that their
spiritual needs be met.

It was during this time that | became involved in parish work. The parish had never had a
secretary or an accountant. Now, with the new school in operation, it was impossible for
Father to carry on without help. The parish could not afford salaried help — it had to depend
on volunteers. Our youngest child was of kindergarten age and would be attending
kindergarten for two and a half hours daily and, since | was qualified, | offered my services
and Father quickly accepted. | learned a great deal about all that goes into the making of a
religious vocation, both priest and nun. The sacrificial giving of self was admirable to me.

Father John O’Callaghan was just 10 years of age when his mother passed away. At age 14
he entered the St. Edward’s Seminary, Kenmore, Washington. He told of his loneliness and
frustrations and yet felt a real calling and wanted to remain a seminarian. He had athletic
talents as a baseball player and believed that he would have qualified for major league had he
not entered the religious life. He felt a greater need to serve God as priest. His musical talents
were enjoyed by al who knew him well. Even though he had no formal musical training, he
could play ailmost any piece requested on the piano. The piano was a very important part of
his household furnishings. And, Father soon recognized musical talent in his parishioners.
Shortly after the opening day of the new parish school Father asked my son, fifth grader,
Michael DeWolf, for his help on the organ and piano in the school music program. (Mike
was soon followed by another talented young student, Dean Lemire.) And, several years
later, Mike volunteered his talent as organist for the parish choir under the direction of Ardith

Normandin, a position he filled for three years, Then, Dean Lemire came forward tO serve

as the choir organist for the next several years. Other volunteer organists included: Don
Schwejda, professor of music, Pacific university, who volunteered his talent for over thirty
years, Randy Vandehey, Dorothy Jansen and Mrs. Chet Evansen (Anne) who so faithfully
provided the music for the Saturday evening weekly devotions. Music at weekly devotions
and Masses was very important to Father O’Callaghan.

School bells rang for most Washington County school children on September 3, 1963, but the
children of St. Anthony’s parish got an unexpected, one-week reprieve. This was the school
year that the parish had dreamed of . . . its own parochia school. The opening date of the
new school was delayed until September 9 because the school building was not yet ready.
Registration forecast that approximately 105 children would be attending the school, grades 1
through 6. The seventh and eighth grades would be added the next school year. The Sisters of
St Joseph of Corondolet had agreed to staff the school. With their provincial head-quartersin
California, St. Anthony’s school was the first school in the Archdiocese of Portland to be
staffed by this community. The Sisters arrived early in August, 1963. Their residence in the
converted parish rectory was ready for them — this was to be their home until the convent
could be built. Sister St. Joan, principal and teacher for grades 5 and 6, Sister Lois Anthony,
grades 3 and 4, and Sister Noreen Francis, grades 1 and 2, made up the first year staff.
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September 9 arrived and it was evident that the school building still was not ready. At least
two more weeks were needed for completion, however, classrooms were improvised and
school opened as scheduled.

The opening day of school was sunny and warm. Excitement and anticipation was in the air.
It was a dream come true! The children all seemed on their best behavior. This was a new
experience for them. They looked neat and well dressed on their first day of school. A dress
code was enforced by the Sisters, Corduroy slacks and shirts with collars, (NO T shirts) for
the boys, and skirts and blouses or dresses for the girls, NO blue jeans or sneakers were
permitted, leather shoes only. Enrollment in the school included children for the Missions of
St. Alexander and St. John whose support and help in building and furnishing the school was
significant.

Father O’Callaghan felt strongly that a school would not only strengthen the parish but that it
was the aim of the Catholic Church to build up a well rounded character, dealing not only
with the spiritual but also the physical person. “This is the reason for the Catholic School
system”, he said. Not all the parishioners favored the idea of a parochial school, and their
lagging support was felt in the parish.

The school was dedicated by Archbishop Edward Howard on Sunday, September 29, 1963.

In the summer of 1966, Father O’Callaghan announced to the parish that the school debt had
been paid in full form pledges made by parishioners. In July 1966, the ground breaking
ceremony was held for the new convent. It was scheduled to be completed in December of
that year. A new pledge drive was organized and construction got underway. The new
convent was built large enough for 6 nuns at a cost of $82,000.

Father John O’Callaghan was proud of the school building and its successful operation. He
served his parish well for 8 years and had touched the lives of many people. It was with a
heavy heart that he obediently accepted Archbishop Howard’s request to move on in
September 1966, to serve as pastor at St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Astoria. As ayoung
priest, he had served the Astoria parish as an associate pastor and now he would return to
serve as its pastor and leader. Severa years later, he was assigned to Our Lady of Sorrows
parish in Portland where he died unexpectedly in his sleep in August, 1972.

In May, 1968, Father John O’Callaghan celebrated his silver jubilee as a priest. He was, at
that time, the pastor of St. Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Astoria

Marie Regas, retired and widowed, had served as Father’s housekeeper during his Forest
Grove pastorate. When he was assigned to St. Mary Star of the Sea parish in Astoria, she
agreed to continue her service and later to Our Lady of Sorrows in Portland, where she
served until his death. Marie gave of herself to fill a need. It was a ministry to be admired —
pay was very little and duties many. She understood him well and offered her services until
his end. Marie passed away in April 1991.

On May 25, 1963 James Crunican, son of Justin (Jiggs) and Helen Crunican of this parish
was ordained a priest by Archbishop Howard and offered his first Mass in his home parish.
He was the only priest ever to be ordained from St. Anthony’s. Father James Crunican has
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served the Archdiocese well and is at this time pastor of Good Shepherd and St. Michael
parishes, Sheridan, Oregon.

Pastorate of Father James P. Heade

Father James P. Heade was Father O’Callaghan’s good friend and the next to be appointed to
St. Anthony’s Parish. Father had served St. James in McMinnville for 12 years. When he
arrived on September 6, 1966, he was faced with a school that was struggling financially and
a debt of $82,000 for the convent, which was under construction. When he left McMinnville,
he had been able to build a financial reserve — now at St. Anthony’s it would be different.
But, Father was a good administrator — a frugal person who could always manage to operate
in the black. The annual turkey dinners, the bazaars made possible by the ladies from the
three Altar Societies, the May smorgasbords served to the public in the old parish gym and,
the weekly Sunday evening bingo parties held in the old parish gym, under the leadership of
Jack Mishel, were all a good source of financial support. And, there were many good
parishioners who generously volunteered their help and financial support to the school and
parish.

One of the great fund raisers was the annual turkey dinner and bazaar — a popular fall
festivity for the entire community. Long lines waiting to be served were not unusual on the
day of the dinner. The public was served in the parish gym. It was “an-all-you-can-eat-at-
low- family-prices dinner,” and the parish always needed to plan to serve in the area of about
two thousand people. For several years, the turkeys were cooked in the homes of
parishioners, and when the Forest Grove bakery facility became available, the effort was
made much easier. Men of the parish carved the birds and the ladies made the dressing and
cooked the gravy. Homemade pies were served, and Lena Hendricks and her committee
made the cranberry relish which became synonymous with the parish dinner. The bazaar
included a candy store, grab bags, fancy work store and country store. The many committees
always functioned efficiently, and every one in the parish from the sixth grade up was
involved.

Early in the spring of 1971, St. Rose’s circle of the Altar Society purchased a costume
business from the Forest Grove Business and Professional Women’s Club. Father Heade and
associate pastor, Father McKean, were not in favor of this venture, however, the ladies were
allowed to go ahead. The purchase price was $500 and, since the ladies didn’t have the
required $100 down, Bob Schneider of Forest Grove Memorial Chapel made the payment.
Bob was not a member of the parish, but he wanted the costume business to remain in Forest
Groveto help promote a better Gay 90’s celebration in the years to come.

The purchase was completed just a couple of weeks prior to the Gay 90’s Festival. The ladies
quickly set up their shop in the Knights of Pythias Hall, and that first year 220 costume items
were rented for the festival. Within a couple of years, the business was moved to the former
vacated Haney Truck Line office and, in 1973, the shop was moved to the parish rectory
basement. The costume business supplied rental costumes, not only for the Gay 90’s annual
festivities, but other various celebrations in the Washington County area. Beulah Spiering,
Anna Marie Moore and then parishioner, Maureen Bruers offered their leadership in this
venture.
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Father Heade was born in Duleek County Meath, Ireland on November 25, 1900. He spoke
with adelightful accent and always had much to share of his Irish heritage. Before he entered
the priesthood he had been in the business world and his experience in that area was
beneficia to St. Anthony’s. He was forty years of age when he was ordained a priest in 1940
by Archbishop Howard. He served 31 years as a priest. Father Heade owned a nice house on
the Umpqua River — out of Reedsport, which served well as a “time off” haven for him and
which he so generously offered to his parishioners. It was his way of showing his
appreciation to his parish members.

It was during Father Heade’s pastorate at St. Anthony’s that Catholic Churches the world
over were involved in a number of significant changes as a result of Vatican II. A turning
point was reached in our Catholic faith. The Second Vatican Council (1962-65) embraced the
Pope’s vision of a renewed Church seeking greater unity. The suddenness of the changes
shocked the Church’s members and plunged the Church into a period of turmoil. Following
the death of Pope John XXIII, the next Pope elected was Pope Paul VI, a great modern
pontiff who skillfully balanced tradition in guiding the Church through one of its most
critical trangitions. It was a difficult time for clergy and laity.

Pope Paul VI’s successor was Pope John Paul. He served for only 38 days. Pope John Paul |1
was chosen to be the next Pope — the youngest Pope in over a century and also broke a long
standing tradition because he was a non-Italian Cardinal from communist Poland.

Father Heade fully supported the changes in the Church even though he felt some of the
changes came too quickly. “Perhaps,” he said, “too much is tried too soon and could result in
too far off in left field.” But, he felt strongly that, given time, the changes would strengthen
the Catholic Church.

During this time, the Folk Mass was instituted as a regular part of the Sunday worship.
Children from the school and Religious Education Program under the direction of the nuns
provided the Folk Mass music which was acclaimed by the younger set. The Sunday 9:00
am. Masses were regularly scheduled as Folk Masses. Other changes included: The priest
facing the people as Mass was celebrated, Mass in the English language, responsive readings,
lay people serving as lectors, proclaiming the Word of God — and lay people becoming more
involved in the affairs of the parish. The Altar railings were removed and the faithful stood at
the Altar to receive Holy Communion. The Saturday evening vigil Mass was implemented.
The Saturday evening weekly devotions were discontinued. All these changes came about as
a result of Vatican Il. The changes were intended for and resulted in greater laity
participation at Mass.

With the Missions of St. Alexander and St. John and the operations of a school in addition to
parish responsibilities, it soon became evident that Father had too heavy aload. Archbishop
Howard assigned a young priest, Father Bill Hamilton, just out of the seminary, as Associate
Pastor in June, 1967. the children of the parish were especially delighted with Father Bill’s
presence. He served for one year only before being assigned to a Portland parish. There he
continued his education in Social Science. Father Bill had a real yearning to work with
problem boys and achieved that goal by being named the director of St. Mary’s Home for
Boysin Beaverton. He served in that capacity for a number of years. About fifteen years after
leaving St. Anthony’s, Bill Hamilton left the priesthood to serve as alay person.
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Father Anthony Gussin was the next associate pastor serving for just one year from 1968-69.
Father was newly ordained, when he was assigned to Forest Grove. After leaving St
Anthony’s, he was assigned to Our Lady of the Lake Parish in Lake Oswego and later he
served as administrator at St. Mary’s Parish in Vernonia. In 1978 he took a leave of absence
to work outside the Archdiocese.

Father Louis McKean was then appointed as Associate Pastor at St. Anthony’s. He served
from 1969-72. A former Trappist Monk, he was a prayerful person and served the people
tirelessly. His hobby and talents included wood carving. His shop was set up in the rectory
garage and provided a bit of daily relaxation. He was admired for his patience and deep
devotion as a priest. After serving as associate pastor for Father Heade, and later for Father
Breitenstein, he was appointed as pastor of St. Phillip’s Parish in Dallas, Oregon. Father
McKean was born in Alexandria, Louisiana. He was ordained in Reno, Nevada, in 1947 and
incardinated in the Archdiocese of Portland in 1976. He is presently retired and living in
ChulaVista, California.

The Jesuit priests from Jesuit High School in Portland were a good source of weekly help
during Father Heade’s pastorate, at which time the missions of St. Alexander’s and St. John’s
were dtill attached to St. Anthony’s. Father John Dunn, SJ was the most frequent visitor to
our parish and was warmly received by the parish. Father Dunn was loved by all, and after
his retirement as ateacher at Jesuit High School he returned to the parish to help with Masses
so that Father could enjoy vacation time. Other Jesuit priests who helped out in the parish
were: Father John Kimball, Father Daniel Weber, Father Joseph Delardin, Father Howard
Morrison and Father Emmet Carrol.

During this time the school was operating well, The Sisters, however, expressed some
concern that enrollment was only 110 Students — grades 1 through 8. Capacity was 160
students. The Parent’s Club was a good source of direction and support. A Thrift Shop under
the direction of Ethel Nordgren and Willa Hendricks helped provide needed financial
assistance. Annually only $100 per family in tuition was charged.

In addition to high academic standards, outside curricular activities included: The annua Gay
90’s participation in which the school won a number of “best float” contests, competitive
gports, nursing home visitation and, the OMS| Science Fair. The annual “Spring Sing”
presented by the children’s choir, as well as the pageants and May processions were aways
nicely presented.

In the 1965-66 school year the 7" and 8" grades were added and in June, 1966, the first 8"
grade graduation class ceremonies were held. Graduating were: Fauna Spiering, Billy
Vandehey, Joseph Henry, Sandra Evers, Diane Conrad, Patricia Conrad, Mary Kempen,
Patrick Wieber, Louise Harris, Mary Greer and Gloria Meeuwsen. It was a proud and joyous
time for St. Anthony’s Parish!

In early January 1967, construction of the new convent was completed and the Sisters were
moved into their new home. Father Heade was then able to move into the rectory. With the
help of the Parent’s Club and, the generosity of parishioners, the convent was nicely
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furnished and was greatly appreciated by the Sisters. A new automobile was also provided
for the Sister’s transportation.

In December, 1966 Archbishop Edward D. Howard retired. Robert J. Dwyer was then
appointed as the sixth Archbishop of Portland in Oregon.

In 1967, the Chancery Office, under the direction of Bob McQuarry, business manager,
introduced the Money Minder System which was to be a uniform Archdiocesan accounting
system. Following seminars and training sessions, it became a mandatory way of accounting.
All incomes and expenditures were coded and transmitted by way of input sheets to the
Chancery at the end of each month. A monthly and year to date financial print out was
returned to the parish. It served parishes and the Chancery well until individua computers
became the popular and more efficient way.

Until this time, the parish office was located in the “old ag building.” (The ag building was
located on the site where the parish center is now located.) It consisted of a basement
structure with floor drains to drain the build up of water during the rainy season. It was a cold
and wet place and it was not unusual to hear the water trickling down the drain located by my
desk. The office was then moved into the former chapel room in the rectory. The move was
greatly appreciated — a much improved environment and much more accessible to the people.

Father Heade’s friend, Rose Wilkie, was hired to serve as housekeeper and cook, now that
there would be room in the rectory. It was a relief to have an excellent cook take care of
Father since he was a diabetic and needed a specia diet. The associate pastor (Father Bill)
enjoyed the good cooking and home-like atmosphere which Rose provided.

Dora Gilman took over the housekeeper’s duties after Rose Wilkie left in 1970. Dora a
religious Pentecostal was gifted as an artist and musician. She served the parish for nine
years. One room in the rectory was converted into her studio where she spent countless hours
at her hobby. In 1982, she left her job and moved on to Westport, Oregon to be near her
church and pastor. The parishioners and pastors during that time will always remember little
“Mitzi” and her aggravating “yipping.” Mitzi, Dora’s little dog, was her pride and joy.

In 1969 Sister James Joseph, a member of our school staff, was the first Nun from her Order
in Oregon to wear the new habit — street length dresses or suits. Within a few months, al 4
Sisters were wearing the new street length habits. It was welcomed by all- laity and religious.

At a special meeting on November 11, 1970, the parish received a chilling announcement
that the Sisters of St. Joseph would be withdrawing for the next school year. Parishioners
attending the meeting were stunned beyond belief! Sister Katherine of the Apostolic Board of
Los Angeles came here for the meeting and explained that the drastic step was being taken
reluctantly, due to avocational crisis in the Catholic Orders. Most important she said was the
need of the Sisters for community — the inspiration and reinforcement which could not be
gained by 4 Sisters far from their mother house.
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There were a number of reactions from parishioners including that there should have been a
warning, and a probationary period in which anything remiss could have been corrected. Had
there been too much negativism, too much criticism by those opposing the operation of a
school? If the school had been operating at a higher capacity, would that have made a
difference?

To seek help from other orders would only have been a stop gap. All orders were suffering
from the same problems as the St. Joseph group. However, several other orders were
contacted regarding the possibility of staffing the school - al to no avail. Father Heade was
well aware that church schools were fading from the picture in other parishes. The people of
the parish as well as their pastor would feel a rea loss, “because in the school system
children grow up with the church as a vital part of their everyday life, not just as a Sunday
thing or after school study,” he said. It was the feeling of most of the parishioners that if the
school had been enrolled to capacity, the Sisters of St. Joseph would not have been
withdrawn.

It soon became evident that the laity would have to assume responsibility for the education
programs in the parish. In fact, it began to be viewed as an opportunity for the people of the
parish. At St. Anthony’s the Sisters had provided the spark, now the parish must carry on.
The lay people would have to provide a Catholic education for its adults, youth and children.

Under the direction of the Archdiocese, Father Heade immediately laid plans for the
formation of a Parish Council. Individual committee functions and commissions would be
provided. LIoyd Duyck, member of the Mission of St. Alexander, was appointed by Father to
serve as the first president of the newly formed Council. Jim Hills was appointed as the
Council Steering Committee chairman and, with the help of the committee drew up the
Parish Council Constitution and By-Laws which were approved by the parish members.
Other appointees were as follows: Vice President ~ Ray Giansante, Treasurer ~ Dave
Spiering, Parish and Family Life ~ Bob Vandebergh, Maintenance ~ Everett Vandehey,
Liturgy Commission ~ Bob Klenke, Members —at-Large ~ Bob White, Al Vuylsteke and
Elmer Vandehey. In the future there would be a nominating committee and elections held
with the entire parish participating as stated in the new Parish Council Constitution.

It was during the 1970-71 Fiscal Y ear that the Archbishop’s Annua Stewardship Appeal was
introduced by then Archbishop Robert Dwyer. Each parish in the Archdiocese was given a
pledge goal. Early in November Commitment Sunday was held, when parishioners were
asked to pledge their gift for the coming year. The program was successful and the appeal
brought in funds to offset approximately 30% of the Archdiocesan operational budget at that
time, making it possible to fund various programs and services. It continues to be a very
effective program in 1990. The appeal continues to raise funds to help provide the services of
the Archdiocese, specifically the Pastoral Center, care of retired priests, seminary education,
support for Hispanics, Asian and Korean Communities, Catholic Schools and Campus
Ministries. It is a good program and supports the work of the Archbishop and Archdiocese in
Western Oregon. The people of St. Anthony’s annually make a prompt response by meeting
their goal, and often exceeding it.

Prior to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal an extensive pledge program, “ACTION” was
implemented in the Archdiocese under the direction of then Archbishop Dwyer. The parishes
were heavily indebted as a result of building much needed schools and other building
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projects during the 1960’s. The archbishop’s “ACTION” resulted in the payment of the debt
of $82,000 from the building of the convent, it was paid in full prior to Father Heade’s
retirement.

The first Parish Council meeting was held on May 24, 1971, at which time Father Heade
announced that he would be retiring on July 1, 1971. Father Stephen Breitenstein had been
appointed by Archbishop Dwyer to serve at St. Anthony’s Parish effective July 1, 1971.

Father James Heade was 72 years of age when he retired. He had some health concerns and
looked forward to enjoying his home on the Umpqua River. He shared his feelings many
times regarding his decision to retire. He would remain active in the Church by offering
weekend and vacation help to other priests so they could enjoy some free time. He had only
one stipulation, and that was regarding his dog “Peatti” who must be welcome to accompany
him no matter where he went. Patti was a black spaniel, with a white rim around his neck
(religious collar) which drew many comments from Father’s priest friends. Patti aways
accompanied his master and, always sat in the front seat next to his “best friend.”

It was a cold and rainy day in January 1973, when Father Heade stopped by at the parish
office. He had just finished an appointment at the doctor’s office and had learned that he was
suffering form heart angina. It was a shock to him. | invited him to stay and spend the night
since the weather was worsening, but he said that he was expected in Salem that evening and
he felt that he had better go on. The next morning we had word that upon his arrival in Salem
he had suffered a heart attack and had died instantly. The entire parish was greatly shocked.
He would be missed! A priestly image — a wise and dedicated man. He had served his God
and vocation with integrity and love. And, now he would be with our Lord and also his good
friends and colleagues — Father John O’Callaghan and Father Dan O’Connell who had also
previously served at St. Anthony’s Parish.

Pastorate of Father Stephen N. Breitenstein

Father Stephen N. Breitenstein was born and raised on a farm in Sublimity, Oregon. He
attended St. Boniface grade and high school in Sublimity and attended St. Edward’s
Seminary in Kenmore, Washington for eight years. His final four years of study were at St.
Patrick’s Seminary in Menlo Park, California He received his Bachelor of Arts degree in
Philosophy from Catholic University in Washington D.C. He was ordained at St. Mary’s
Cathedra in Portland on May 30, 1942.

Father Breitenstein arrived at St. Anthony’s Parish on July 10, 1971, to take over the duties
vacated by retiring Father Heade. He had served St. Peter’s Parish in Portland for three years.
Being a country boy, he welcomed the change from urban Portland. When Father
Breitenstein arrived in Forest Grove, he pledged to become involved in parish life and help
foster the good community feeling and understanding. With the closing of the parochial
school, Father came prepared to increase the already active church school program.
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It was at Father’s first Parish Council meeting — July 1971 — that Father Bill Hamilton, our
former associate pastor and now at this time the director of St Mary’s Home for Boys, came
and presented his wishes and plans for leasing the former parish convent as a home for boys
specialy selected for participation in a program to help them integrate back into society.
Father Breitenstein fully supported the request for a program of this type and, following a
feasibility study, a contract was signed. The convent was named “Anthony Achievement
House.” It was a successful program, but after three years the contract was cancelled due to a
lack of State funding.

During Father Breitenstein’s pastorate at St. Anthony’s parish, Father Louis McKean
continued to serve as associate pastor until 1972, when he was assigned as pastor to St.
Phillip’s parish in Dallas, Oregon. Father Stephen Batory was appointed the next associate
pastor. He served for just six months. Father Batory had been in residence at St. Francis of
Assisi in Portland and had taught school at North Catholic High School before coming to St.
Anthony’s. When he left Forest Grove, he was assigned to St. Joseph’s in Salem before his
first pastorate at St. Michael’s Church in Sandy, Oregon in October, 1973. He had been
incardinated in the Archdiocese of Portland in 1973. After Father Batory left St. Anthony’s
Father Breitenstein felt that an associate pastor was no longer needed at St. Anthony’s.

Sister Davia Elliott, a Holy Name Sister, arrived in September 1971, to serve as St
Anthony’s first Religious Education Coordinator. Arrangements were made that we provide
Sister with an automobile and that she commute from Verboort where she would live with
the Sisters of St. Mary of Oregon. Sister Daviawas well qualified and served the Missions of
St. Alexander and St. John as well as St. Anthony’s, tirelessly. Her program included grades
K-12 as well as program secretarial duties. Volunteer teachers came forward and enjoyed
working with Sister. In March 1973, when Sister presented her letter of resignation,
parishioners and Parish Council were greatly concerned; it was at a prior Council meeting
that she had stated that it was impossible for one person to handle an entire program,
including grades K-12 for St. Anthony’s, St. Alexander and St. John. Her resignation was a
loss to the parish. Had the pastor and the people of the parish failed to see her need?

Marlene McGrath became the next Religious Education Coordinator during the period of
1973-76. Marlene was the first lay person to serve as a religious education coordinator at St.
Anthony’s. The high school Y outh Group was headed by parish volunteers and at one time a
Jesuit Scholastic conducted weekly sessions for the students. After one year, Marlene asked
that she work on a part time basis. Council approved. A home education consultant from the
parish was hired to work with parents and students in the home. The program did not work.
Meanwhile, there was a concern in the parish regarding Pacific University students. Campus
Ministry was needed. A faith enrichment program for the adults of the parish was also on the
list of priorities.

Marlene McGrath resigned and was replaced by Margaret Wills of Beaverton, who served
the parish for three years until September 1979. Her program included grades K-8. The high
school program remained under the direction of parish volunteers. The Education
commission expressed its concern for the junior high students — attendance was down.
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Classes for grades K-6 were held in the convent which at this time was re-named “Anthony
House.”

Council agreed to accept the proposal that a young couple attending the Optometry School at
Pacific University be allowed to live in Anthony House in exchange for working as
caretakers. This proved beneficial for the parish and continued for several years.

The annual turkey dinner continued to be a popular fund raiser in the parish. In 1972, ham
was added to the annual turkey dinner and take-out dinners were introduced, which made the
annual event an even greater SUCCESS.

From 1972 to 1975 the school building was leased to School District 15 for the use of two
daily kindergarten sessions, and at that time, District 15 made arrangements to purchase all
desks and equipment left from St. Anthony’s School. Following the expiration of that
contract, Portland Community College leased the school building for four years from 1975 to
1979, to include four classrooms, two offices and one room in the Ag building and gym.

In 1973, Father Breitenstein presented to Council his wish to offer the use of the rectory as a
storage cupboard and collection depot for the Forest Grove FISH program. Council agreed.
The FISH cupboards remained in the parish for three years and continued to serve the needy
in the community.

Then, 1977, when the Forest Grove Senior Center lost its meeting place at the United Church
of Christ, Father Breitenstein again came forward offering the use of the parish gym as a
meeting place until the seniors could raise enough money for a building of their own. After a
variety of hassles with city zoning and fire safety committees, the move was approved. In
addition to providing a meeting place, Father constantly encouraged the people of the parish
to become involved in the senior program by helping with the daily delivery of meals on
wheels to shut-ins as well as other areas of needed help. Our altar Societies— St. Rose and St.
Ann — volunteered weekly help in the program. Since that time, the parish has continued with
its monthly donation to the center to help with operational costs.

Following Archbishop Dwyer’s resignation in January 1974, (due to his health), Cornelius
M. Power was the seventh Archbishop to be appointed to the See of Portland in Oregon. He
was installed at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary in
Portland on April 14, 1974.

LOVE (Locate Our Vietnamese Evacuees) was another parish outreach in our community. In
1975, the parish participated with the non-Catholic community to help afamily of seven with
rent, food, utilities and other living expenses until employment could be arranged.

Sister Mary Trainor, a Holy Name Sister was hired as the first parish Adult Education
Coordinator in July 1976. She had previously worked at Holy Trinity Parish in Beaverton for
seven years. Members of the Education Commission were very impressed with Sister’s
credentials, and after Father Breitenstein had received a candid report from the pastor at Holy
Trinity, Sister was hired to begin work in our parish on July 1, 1976 as Adult Education
Coordinator. Her responsibilities addressed high school, college and other phases of parish
ministry. Sister asked the people of the parish to give ideas on what they want in the adult
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education program. Within a few weeks a good number of adults were attending a weekly
Bible Study. High school students were instructed by volunteers from the parish under
Sister’s direction.

Sister Mary was deeply involved in the Charismatic Renewal. “Life in the Spirit” seminars
and weekly prayer meetings were being held and involved a good number of the people in
the parish. Retreats were scheduled and well attended. Non-Catholics of all faiths were
included in the Charismatic Movement. The community grew in numbers. Father
Breitenstein was open to the renewal, however, he was concerned that it could tend to
overshadow the parish and, have a divisive effect on the parish, It was evident that the
renewal was not for all people. During the remainder of Father’s time at St. Anthony’s the
Charismatic Renewal continued to grow and enrich the faith of its people.

Parish Council functioned well under Father Breitenstein’s leadership. The various
commissions were well represented and active. The Liturgy Commission continued to
regularly schedule the Folk Group for the Sunday, 9:00AM Mass. The traditional choir
provided music for the special celebrations as well as the 11:00AM Masses on Sunday and
combined with the Folk Group for special Holy Week, Easter and Christmas liturgies. Steve
Dierickx and John Krebsbach volunteered their talents and leadership in the Folk Group.

In 1976, the first Holy Thursday Washing of Feet ceremony was enacted by Father, with
Council members participating.

Lectors were trained to proclaim the Word of God (husband and wife team lectors was
implemented). A welcoming committee to greet people as they came to Mass was active and
an ushers program was formed. The first communal reconciliation service was held during
Holy Week in 1976. Marriage Encounter was supported by Father and Home Masses were
popular among our parishioners. The social Action ministry, in addition to its FISH food
cupboards, became the supply center for blankets and warm clothing for the poor, food
baskets for needy at Christmas time, and financial aid was provided to the Pioneer Boys’
Home in Forest Grove.

Father Breitenstein met with the ladies of the Altar Society. The Constitution was rewritten.
Father reminded the ladies that their main objective was to take care of the Altar which
included linens and flowers for the weekend Masses. For many years, then parishioner Mary
Armstrong lovingly cared for the altar Linens. Mary was 102 years old when she passed
away. She had served her Lord for many years. Mary had been a daily-Mass Catholic.

Flowers were always available from the gardens of parishioners, Rose Eickhoff, Minnie
Holzmeyer and Lena Hendricks. Officers were elected annually. St. Rita’s Circle dissolved
due to lack of membership. The ladies of that circle merged with either of the other Circles.
The ladies met monthly and, were in charge of wedding receptions, funeral luncheons,
bazaars, catering specia dinners, annua plant and rummage sales, and providing meals for
shut-ins or families with a member in or just out of the hospital. (These were some of the
numerous ministries served by the ladies of our Altar Society during thistime.)

Church Women United, a new ecumenical movement which involved women of all faiths,
working for justice in the community received added support from Father. Council agreed to
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pay annua dues to the organization. Lily Ann Hamel, a member of the parish, was very
active, and with Father’s support, a number of the ladies of the parish became active
participants.

Father met with the ladies of the Thrift Shop to determine whether or not they felt that the
store should continue its operation. The ladies agreed that the Thrift Shop was a good
community service as well as a fellowship with other ladies in the parish. They hoped for
greater parish participation. The ladies agreed to continue the business. In addition to the
shop, the ladies had a good “rag” business going. Rags were cut to specifications and sold by
the pound to Gray and Company and Flavorland Foods to be used in maintenance of plant
and equipment.

In March 1975, council approved arenewal program for the parish — Movement For A Better
World. (MBW). The one week renewal was conducted by a team of three clergy and was a
big success. The MBW was founded by a Jesuit priest, Father Ricardo Lombardi.
Committees were formed. The parishioners from Roy, Verboort and Cornelius were invited
to join in the renewal. The message preached during the renewal was directed toward a new
life and deeper unity within the church and, through the church, in the whole world.
Attendance was excellent, Father Breitenstein felt that the renewal was a voice challenging
the people of God to live anew the Gospel message. It was a unifying time for St. Anthony’s
Parish; however, it lacked a follow-up to challenge participants to continue to develop in the
MBW experience.

During this time (1973) the separation of the Missions from Forest Grove took place. A year
prior to the separation, plans were formulated for the building of a parish center at St.
Alexander’s Parish. Under the direction of the Archdioceses, a property settlement agreement
was worked out and accepted by St. Alexander’s parish. A sum of $50,000 over ten year
period was paid to St. Alexander’s of Cornelius and $500 plus a $325 bequest from the
Dietrich family was paid to St. John’s Parish of Gaston. Father Frank Knusel was the first
appointed pastor to St. Alexander’s Parish. He was later replaced by Father Arnold Beezer,
S.J. Father David Rochon was appointed to the Gaston parish. LIoyd Duyck, Parish Council
president and Al Vuylsteke, member-at-large resigned, to serve in their newly independent
parish — St. Alexander’sin Cornelius, Oregon.

In 1973 taxes on church property or buildings or any portion thereof, used for administrative,
education, literary, benevolent or charitable purposes, as well as worship, recreational and
entertainment purposes became tax exempt in Washington County, Oregon. We could now
claim exemption for office, counseling, and other administrative space in our rectory. At this
time the parish rectory had an assessed valuation of $45,400 and $5,200 for the land. Our
taxes had been in the area of $1,118 annually.

The Costume Shop flourished and continued to be a good community service for the many
participants who enjoyed dressing up for the annual city wide Gay 90’s celebration. The
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business expanded to other types of celebrations and provided a good source of activity the
year round. The ladies of the parish were to be commended!

The parish maintenance committee relied on volunteers to keep things running in the parish.
Annually, work crews were organized to clean up the parish grounds, as well as keep the
furnace room, furnace and other maintenance areas in running order. In 1978, Council agreed
that a maintenance man was needed. Homer Rose was the first person to be hired. After two
years he resigned and Don Bruers took over the job. When he moved to Vernonia, Rene
Wyffels took over. The old furnace was a big part of the parish maintenance job and Rene
was an expert in keeping it maintained. He spent many more hours than he accounted for. A
true “Mr. Fixit”, there was nothing that Rene couldn’t keep in repair. He served the parish for
twelve years and resigned due to failing heath. He had served the parish well! And, as a
young parishioner expressed it, “When | grow up, | want to be just like Rene.”

A number of maintenance projects were completed during Father Breitenstein’s pastorate:
new church kneelers, a church microphone system, repairs and maintenance on the church
windows, extensive roof repairs on the school building and black topping were some of the
projects.

In October 1977, al playground equipment left from the former parish school was sold to the
Forest Grove School District 15 for $600.

A concern left behind by Father Breitenstein was how to best utilize Anthony House (the
former convent). Many ideas and suggestions were expressed. Among them remodeling it
into a home for senior citizens or selling it. It was not suitable as a rental. Some parishioners
felt that it would be suitable remodeled as a parish center. The parish felt that it had a “White
Elephant.” A feasibility study was needed.

Father Breitenstein, a quiet and unassuming leader, held a special place in the hearts of many.
He made his mark in the non-Catholic community — always interested in helping someone in
need. And, now he had been asked to move on to St. Francis of Assisi Parish, in Roy,
effective April 13, 1978. When he had arrived in Forest Grove seven years earlier, he was
faced with the important task of upgrading the parish education program which had suffered
the loss of St. Anthony’s School. Now the parish education program was going well. Shortly
before Father left, he expressed a reminder to Council that its best interest is to serve the
parish, to help the parish come alive spiritualy and not to have to worry about figures in
order to carry out the needed programs. Father said, “Do what we can to help people respond
to the will of God, and then God will direct us as He wants us to move.” Father Breitenstein
felt that the Holy Spirit was moving powerfully within the parish and, “We must do nothing
to block Him,” he said.
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A parish potluck honoring Father was held. Parishioners said their goodbyes and had a
chance to thank Father for all that he had done. Mary Flaig, a talented parishioner, wrote the
following Ode and presented it to Father:

Our sincere best wisheswe send in rhyme...
To our dear pastor, Father Breitenstein.
To Saint Francis parish you must go...

Our young and old will missyou so...

Under your guidance and love — we don't

Mean maybe...Here at Saint Anthony’s parish

WE 'VE COME A LONG WAY BABY...

Your sermons are BEAUTIFUL — just like a song...

But sometimes like Easter confessional lines

They re much too long

Marriage Encounter, Home Masses, Charismatic Meetings and such,
Have inspired and enriched

Which we all needed much.

We know it s hard to leave this place...
But the sign of love shows on everyone’s face
Though thisisyour last supper were sharing with you

We can’t deny we’re going to miss YOU.

You are leaving soon... PLEASE keep in touch or
Like the people in Roy,

You'll bein Dutch!!

INDEED, WE HAD COME A LONG WAY!
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The Pastorate of Father Louis H. Sohler

Father Louis Sohler arrived at St. Anthony’s parish on the afternoon of April 13, 1978 and,
as he began getting unpacked, the phone rang. There had been a death in the parish and he
was needed to schedule a funeral. The Sacrament of Confirmation was scheduled to be held
within two weeks and several baptisms were on the calendar. The move to Forest Grove was
a smaller parish and could have been looked on as a step to retirement, but Father Louis had
no time or intention of resting.

Father Louis Sohler was born in Banks, Oregon in 1910. His father owned and operated a
saw mill near Banks. Louie had six brothers and sisters. At age seven, the family moved to
Hillsboro where he attended St. Matthew’s school. Later he attended St. Mary’s school in
Beaverton (then operating as a high school). He enjoyed sports and was a member of St.
Mary’s sgquad.

Father entered the seminary at Menlo Park, California, continued his studies for five years,
and then took four years of theology at St. Edward’s Seminary in Seattle, Washington. He
and Archbishop Power were classmates in St. Edward’s Seminary. Father also earned a
Bachelor of Divinity degree from the Sulpician Seminary in Seattle.

Father Louis was ordained on June 3, 1939, and served as associate pastor at St. Mary’s
Church in Eugene, then on to serve as pastor at Cottage Grove, Oregon. In 1947, he was
assigned as pastor to Springfield, Oregon. When Father arrived in Springfield, he found no
church and only a handful of Catholic people among the 3,000 living in the then small town.
At that time, Springfield was a small Ukrainian mission. Thirty-one years later he left
Springfield and St. Alice Parish, an architectural prize winning church built in 1965. The
parish that began with 100 families had grown to 800 with a school, grades K-8. The school
was staffed by lay people, and was one of the few that thrived despite the decline and
withdrawals of the church’s teaching orders.

When Father left Springfield, he received aletter of commendation from then Governor Bob
Straub. “Springfield will never be the same without you. There was not a civic or charitable
activity in which you did not participate or contribute.” He also received a certificate of
distinguished service from the Springfield Chamber of Commerce and a letter of
commendation from the Boy Scout organization awarding him the St. George medal for
outstanding service in scouting.

Father Sohler was a quiet man, a doer, not a talker. In Forest Grove, he quietly became a
member of the community. It was evident that he had health problems and would need the
help of his parish, which he received in an exemplary way. Before Father’s arrival, members
of the liturgy commission and Council president, Frank Buckiewicz visited Father’s former
parish in Springfield and extended a welcome to Father Sohler as new pastor of St
Anthony’s Parish — a gesture he greatly appreciated.
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When he arrived in Forest Grove, he found that the parish gym was housing the Senior
Center of Forest Grove. The former school building provided quarters for the Portland
Community College’s Forest Grove headquarters, FISH cupboards were ensconced in the
parish rectory. A parish Council was functioning well and parish education programs were
under the direction of alay coordinator and a Holy Names nun. Father pledged his support to
each chairperson and committee person involved in Parish Council.

Father Louis Sohler’s official installation in St. Anthony’s parish took place on June 4, 1978
and, also at that time, his 39" anniversary as a priest was celebrated with guests from his
former Springfield parish as well as alarge group from his Forest Grove parish.

It was at the April 26, 1978, Parish Council meeting that president Frank Buckiewicz
introduced the new pastor. At that time (just two weeks after his arrival) 29 candidates had
received the Sacrament of Confirmation. The candidates had been trained by three couplesin
the parish, and Council felt that it had been one of the more beautiful ceremonies experienced
in St. Anthony’s. First Communion was scheduled for the following Sunday under the
direction of the Religious Education Coordinator, Peg Wills. The maintenance committee
reported new carpeting was being instaled in the parish rectory. Volunteers had finished
painting the walls prior to the carpet installation. The involvement of parishioners was
impressive to Father Louie.

At the July 1978 Parish Council meeting, the concern for ample space for our education
programs as well as other parish needs was discussed. The people of the parish were asked
for their ideas. The entire parish was asked for prayers for direction on this problem. Some
felt we should sell Anthony House and the lots along Filbert Street and Fifteenth Avenue. It
was realized that to remodel Anthony House would be costly and not adequate for long range
planning. Council was in agreement that a feasibility study be made by an appointed
committee which would include an appraisal of all property, zoning of property, a study of
potential sites, and a study of the needs for a new parish center. The study was to include
consideration of selling Anthony House or remodeling it to fit the needs of the parish.

Council president Ray Giansante appointed a Committee for a feasibility study: Barbara
Chapman, chairperson and to include Dick Bewersdorff, Carl Landauer, Maurice DeWolf,
Mike Sheridan, Susie Meeuwsen, Tom Johnston and Larry Strong.

St. Bede’s Episcopal Church of Forest Grove expressed interest in purchasing Anthony
House along with a parcel of land one-half acre in size. They were also very interested in
purchasing the land only.

Following a thorough study, the Feasibility Committee presented its report. Two options
were presented regarding Anthony House: 1) Retain and renovate to meet the needs of the
parish or 2) sell it and use the proceeds toward the construction of a new center. It was
agreed that the social needs and the education programs of the parish should be met more
adequately.
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The committee recommended that a Building Committee and Finance Committee be formed
and that the entire report be made available to all parishioners. A special meeting was held
with members of the Altar Societies, Thrift Shop, Council members as well as all interested
parishioners attending. The parish was aware that St. Bede’s was interested in purchasing the

property.

The parish was given a chance to vote, and the mgority voted to sell Anthony House for
$150,000 to include one-half acre of land and another one-half acre with aten year option for
$75,000. Shared parking with St. Bede’s was not considered a problem, however, it would
not be available after the 10 year agreement option expired. It was also the feeling of the
parishioners that the vacant lots along Filbert and 15™ Avenue not be sold.

Further, parishioners generally felt that the old parish gym was outmoded, unsafe, considered
areal fire hazard and costly to operate.

The proposal was presented to the Episcopalian Building Committee. The Sales Contract
with St. Bede’s was approved in December 1980. St. Bede’s parish would take possession in
January 1981.

A building and finance committee was appointed and began to organize a parish pledge
drive. The estimated cost of a new parish center would be $425,000. The pledge drive was
organized and the drive was held on February 7, 1982. A total of $204,693 was received in
pledges.

There had been some consideration by Council to acquire the property across the street from
the parish rectory to serve as a parish parking lot. The matter was also considered by the
Feasibility Committee. No agreement could be reached between the owners of the property
and Council.

Nursing Home Masses were implemented and scheduled weekly with the help of
parishioners, Carl and Wilma Mayer. The Mayers also faithfully served as Eucharistic
Ministers to shut-ins, a ministry which they still continue every Sunday following the 9:00
AM Mass. (In 1990, Carl and Wilma celebrated their 68" wedding anniversary with their
family and friends.) Truly a devoted couple — areal example of Christian love.

With Council’s request and Father’s approval, the Catholic Sentinel was mailed into the
home of every registered household at no cost to the parishioners.

The Socia Action Commission continued to serve the needy in our community on a daily
basis. In addition, Christmas baskets were delivered, and contained not only food but gifts,
toys and clothing as well. Very often, Father helped the poor from his own resources. He
never turned away a needy person and often expressed his hope that someday a Saint Vincent
De Paul (SVDP) operation would be active in Forest Grove to help serve the needy. He saw
his wish come true in 1985 when the SVDP ministry at St. Anthony’s was started.

In 1979, St. Anthony’s parish became regular users of Today’s Missal printed and supplied
by the Catholic Truth Society of Portland.
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Father Sohler enjoyed working with Gary Hardin, atalented parishioner. Gary was helpful in
coordinating special liturgies — Lent, Holy Week, Easter, Advent and Christmas. He worked
with Ardith Normandin, our choir director, and members of the choir. The New Order of the
Altar program was implemented which included Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers (communion
in hand), and Altar Servers. Lay ministers grew in number (Canon Law prohibited girls from
serving as altar servers at this time). In 1978 Gary was instrumental in the renovation of the
Sanctuary. New carpet was installed in the Sanctuary and Church aisles. A new Altar, lectern
and chairs were built by Ray Giansante and Norbert Meeuwsen. A tabernacle was placed
near the people for prayer and veneration. All costs were paid from special memorial
donations by a number of parishioners, Cecilia Vuylsteke and Agnes Heesacker made altar
coverings for the new Altar.

It was because of the generosity of many of our talented parishioners that our parish could
move forward and provide beautiful and prayerful liturgies for its people.

Effective January 1, 1979 the parish office requested and received the approval of Father
Sohler and Council that collection envelopes be mailed quarterly to the homes of
parishioners. The new system would replace the annual box envelopes and would be ahelp in
maintaining a more updated parish mailing list.

Father Sohler had the cooperation and support of Council and the parish as awhole. In 1979,
Gary proposed and received support to restructure the Liturgy Commission into five
committees for greater efficiency and a more equitable assignment of duties. lay ministry,
music ministry, prayer ministry, art and architecture, and Para liturgy. Each committee was
headed by a chairperson and membership was open to anyone in the parish interested in any
of the committees.

Gary had left his mark at St. Anthony’s parish and he was missed when it became necessary
for him and his wife, Janet, to move on.

The parish was provided with regularly scheduled parish missions. The communal penance
service was conducted in the parish for Advent and Lenten spiritual preparations. Father was
concerned about the lack of interest shown in the Sacrament of Reconciliation and expressed
hope that the communal service would increase interest for the people. Communion from the
cup was introduced on November 2, 1980 at the 9:00 AM Mass.

Annual turkey and ham dinner guests grew in number. The old parish gym became less safe
and involvement in the project became a greater effort. In 1980 Council agreed that no dinner
would be held, however, - “In Lieu of Dinner” donations would be solicited from each
household. Mike and Gloria Sheridan agreed to serve as chairpersons for the drive. It was a
very successful decision — netting over $7,000. Similarly in 1981, it was council’s decision
not to have a parish dinner because the parish was in the process of organizing a pledge drive
for the new parish center. Parish dinners would not occur again until after the new parish
center was completed.

The ladies asked that the costume rental business become a parish project. More involvement
was needed.
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In the Spring of 1979, concern regarding the children’s education program was expressed by
members of the parish. President Ray Giansante called a special meeting. All council
members, Religious Education teachers and Education Commission members were asked to
attend the meeting. The program was under the direction of Peg Wills. Was the program
fulfilling our needs? Was it properly coordinated? Peg Wills stated that the limit on one hour
in presenting all material to the children is of great concern. Peg Wills saw a real need
towards family religious education. The Education Commission was asked for its
recommendations. Council felt that it would be an advantage to have a coordinator from
within the parish. Father Sohler was concerned.

The high school “Sharing the Faith Group” was aso a concern. The students were directed
by volunteers of the parish. It became very obvious that we needed a Y outh Minister in the
parish.

Sister Mary felt that her Adult Education program was holding quite well. She asked for
pulpit time and a specia Liturgy to help inform the people as to the meaning of the Tuesday
night prayer and praise meetings. Father was concerned regarding the Charismatic Renewal,
“It isnot for everyone,” he said.

Peg Wills, Religious Education Coordinator, resigned to take a position with Holy Trinity
Parish in Beaverton.

Kathleen and Brad Andrews and family moved to St. Anthony’s parish in August of 1979,
and “Katy” applied for the religious education coordinator job. Kathleen Andrews and family
moved from St. Johns Parish of Milwaukie. Mrs. Andrews had worked as coordinator of the
Education Program at St. John’s and came highly recommended. Following a decision from
the Education Commission, Katy was hired to fill the needs of St. Anthony’s. The Family
Sunday Education Program Plan for 1980-81 was introduced and used in that school year.
This was a two Sunday per month program and was also used in other parishes in the
Archdiocese. The program progressed nicely for two years and involved entire families.
Workshops were held under the direction of the Archdiocese. Prior to introduction to the
Family Program classes were held on Wednesday evenings but were not too well attended.
The summer Education Program was introduced and was very successful. The Sisters of St.
Mary’s of Oregon staffed the one week program for children K-6" grades.

Michael Benton submitted his resume for the position of Parish Y outh Minister in November
1980, and was hired following interviews with Father Sohler and the Education Commission.
He was well qualified and began his ministry in January 1981. Mike served the high school
youth and junior high group, as well asthe Campus Ministry at Pacific University. He served
the young people well, working together with the youth minister from the United Church of
Christ to form an ecumenical youth ministry which met occasionally as a group and was
enjoyed by the youth. Mike set his priority for the summer months on the college program,
making contacts with all age groups. Council felt that Mike’s rapport with the students was
excellent. With his office in the assistant pastor’s quarters in the parish rectory, he was
readily available to the students. Working with Father in training the candidates for
Confirmation was well received by the students and parents.

Father Anthony Palmasani was appointed Assistant Pastor in August of 1979. Father had
studied in Rome and, upon his return, was directed to St. Anthony’s parish. He was
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welcomed — Father Sohler needed his help. While Father Palmasani was in our parish for one
year only, it gave Father Sohler a chance to take a one month leave to tour the Holy Land
with several of his priest friends. A year later, Father Sohler was hospitalized for several
days. His health was failing, but he was determined to carry on. A committee from the parish
scheduled and met with Archbishop Power regarding help for Father. Father Louie’s health
was not good.

In 1980, the Archdiocese directed that year to be The Y ear of the Family. Three couples from
the parish served as coordinators under the direction of Coordinator, Katy Andrews and
included pre-married, singles, leadership couples, single parents, “hurting” families,
developing families, as well as al the laity. Monthly home Masses were celebrated with
special emphasis on “Families for Prayer.” Father Sohler was very pleased with the
successful effort made in building a parish family ministry.

The Altar Societies asked to become one circle due to lack of membership. Father Sohler
approved. Now it would be more possible to continue projects and help with the costume
shop.

In 1979 The Senior Center moved into its new building on Douglas Street after occupying
the parish gym for two years.

Maintenance problems existed. In 1980, it became necessary that the school roof be replaced.
It had been aflat roof and required constant repair. Council agreed that a gable type roof be
installed. The cost would have been much greater if the men of the parish had not so
generously volunteered their time and expertise. Wayne Pillories and Ed Stadelman headed
the project, with the help of a number of men of the parish.

The old heating system continued to be an annual expense. Rene Wyffels knew the old boiler
and furnace well and was able to save the parish many dollars annually by donating his
talent. Very little was spent on contracted services.

The parish office contacted interested oil companies annually to receive bids for the cost of
supplying heating oil for the fiscal year. The entire plant was heated by oil with the exception
of Anthony House. In 1981 a time clock was installed in the church heating system in an
effort to save on fuel oail.

The Church and rectory roofs were in need of repair caused mostly by the growing of moss
on the tile. It was evident that soon a new Church roof would be needed. The gym roof was
also in constant need of repair and always taken care of by volunteers of the parish.

Father Sohler enjoyed and participated in the annual yard and flower bed clean-up.
Parishioners were asked to spend an evening helping on this project. Father enjoyed working
side by side with his parishioners.

In the Fall of 1978, priestsin the area were contacted regarding help with the Sunday evening
Masses. Only one response was received (Father Breitenstein). Council agreed that the Mass
served mostly people outside our parish and felt that it tied Father down every Sunday of the
month. Early in 1979, the Sunday evening 7:00 PM. Mass was eliminated following a vote
by the people of the parish.
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The parish gift shop opened in 1978. A glass showcase was purchased and small gift items
stocked. The people especialy enjoyed the shop for First Communion, Confirmation and
Baptism gifts. In 1981 the parish office was relieved when Council agreed to purchase afire
proof safe. Important parish files and records could now be safely stored.

During the time of Father Sohler’s pastorate, he looked to Parish Council for help and
counsel. The fisca operating budget always required and received discussion before
approval. Each commission submitted its proposed budget for consideration. The
Archdiocesan Fiscal Year isfrom July 1, to July 1. Council spent three months prior to that
time in discussing and approving a parish budget for the next fiscal year. It was very
important to Father that we remain within the guidelines as directed by the Archdiocese. The
annual Archdiocesan Stewardship drive continued and every effort to reach our goal was
made.

Elections for Council members continued to be held annually. An appointed nominating
committee submitted the names of interested candidates and voting was by ballot which took
place during the Sunday Masses. All parishioners age fourteen and over were encouraged to
be candidates and to vote.

In 1979, St. Anthony’s pledged with the Forest Grove Community to join in sponsorship to
help with Indo-Chinese refugees. At that time, 7,000 refugees were permitted into the United
States monthly. The parish helped to provide housing, food, clothing, and medica care to a
young Cambodian refugee until he became employed. Our parish was very generous in its
outreach.

In 1980, the parish received its share of ashes following the eruption of Mt. St. Helen and
once again the parish united to help with the cleanup under the supervision of Rene Wyffles.
Rene was commended for his outstanding service.

Emmaus Christian School leased our school building for three years beginning in September
1980, until their new facility was built in Cornelius. A lease agreement was signed. The
faculty from the school agreed that it would operate as a non-denominational school. The
school included grades K-10. Income from the lease was helpful in meeting the annual parish
budget.

The STAR Program (St. Anthony’s Referral) under the leadership of Mary Wieber was
implemented in 1981 and was, without doubt, the most generous outreach program in the
parish. The program included baby sitting, meals for afamily in need, transportation, helping
invalids, etc. Mary coordinated a volunteer group to help parishioners in various areas of
need. With the help of an answering service, volunteers were able to answer calls and make
help available. The parish became more aware of the needs of the people. Council expressed
its gratitude to Mary and her committee for a well outlined plan and loving service to our
parish.

The first annual parish picnic was held on the first Sunday in August 1980, at Lincoln Park.
The parish enjoyed the get together. A year later it was held at Champoeg Park and then
moved to Hagg Lake at which time the beef barbecue was started by Fred Florence and his
committee. After a couple of years, the site was moved to Rodger’s Park across the street
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from the Church. The baron of beef is always delicious and greatly enjoyed by al. Council
officialy set the date of the get together as the first Sunday in August. The number attending
annually has increased since the picnic is held in Forest Grove. Games and fellowship add to
the day’s festivities. Father Sohler enjoyed the outings and always participated in the games
and contests held. Parishioner Fred Florence and his committee continue to be in charge of
the beef barbecue. It is always a delicious and successful event.

At the December 16, 1981, Parish Council Meeting Father Sohler announced that he would
be retiring early in 1982. Council considered a provision be made that Father Sohler remain
in residence at St. Anthony’s parish. And, with the consent of the new pastor, Father Dennis
O’Donovan, Father Sohler remained as Pastor Emeritus.

Father Louie Sohler spent his life away from the center of attention and yet he inspired so
many by his priestly life. He was a life-time member of the Knights of Columbus and served
as State Chaplain in the 1950’s. At the time of his death he was serving as Chaplain of the
Hillsboro Knights of Columbus Council.

Father Sohler passed away on August 13, 1986. He had attended the annual Clergy
Convention in Portland with the pastor, Father Dennis O’Donovan. At the evening banquet,
Archbishop Power in his address to the clergy paid specia tribute to the many good priests
whom he seldom saw and yet they are devoted to their parishioners and are loved by them in
return. He mentioned Father Sohler by name. A few hours later he was dead.

Father Sohler was one of those whose goodness was almost tangible. It would be hard to
imagine that he would ever speak a harsh or unkind word.

May hisintercession in heaven bring grace to othersto follow in his footsteps.

Pastorate of Father Dennis J. O’Donovan

Father Dennis O’Donovan arrived at St. Anthony’s Parish on Friday afternoon, February 19,
1982. The people of the parish were delighted, and welcomed the young priest’s abundance
of enthusiasm and dedication. The past few years had been difficult for the parish. Father
Sohler’s health and memory had been failing, and although he was greatly loved it was
difficult for him to meet the needs of the people. The parish yearned for strong leadership. It
soon became evident that Father Dennis’s time at St. Anthony’s would be a turning point in
the parish.

It was obvious that Father’s Irish ancestry was firmly established by the plague that hung

beneath the crucifix in his office; a beautiful Irish prayer which was often used by Father asa
specia blessing.
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Civic community involvement was important to Father, and soon after his arrival he was
received as a Rotarian in the Forest Grove Club. He was the first pastor from St. Anthony’s
to become active in acity service club.

Born in Omaha, Nebraska, Father Dennis was the eldest of three children. It was during his
senior year in high school that he was encouraged to attend a seminar during spring break to
investigate the priesthood. Then following, another seminar and retreat, he entered the
Immaculate Conception seminary in Missouri. After his second year in college, he entered
the Benedictine Novitiate at the Conception Abbey. After he completed college, he was sent
to the daughter house at Mt. Michael Abbey, in Elkhorn, Nebraska, where he completed the
Juniorate and made final Benedictine vows. He studied theology at St. Meinard Seminary
Indiana, and was ordained in May, 1969. Next he received his teaching credentials and
Masters Degree in English at Pittsburg State University. He then returned to his birth state
and taught high school for ten years; two summers were spent in Eugene, Oregon, at the
University of Oregon. These short stays enticed Father Dennis to the beautiful state of
Oregon. Having served two years as associate pastor of St. Mary’s parish in Albany, Father
Dennis was incardinated into the Archdiocese of Portland in November, 1981 and was then
assigned pastor to St. Anthony’s where he served for seven and a half years. His goal for the
parish was to be unity, friendliness and caring.

And caring was immediately felt in the parish, when Father Dennis kindly asked Father
Sohler to remain and serve as Pastor Emeritus (a position that was unprecedented in the
Archdiocese). Father Louie was able to help out in the parish in many ways. Masses, nursing
home visitations, communion, hospital and home visitations, bible studies, etc. It proved to
be helpful for both priests aswell as for the people of the parish. Father Dennis valued Father
Louie’s expertise and counsel, and felt that Father added much warmth and gentleness to the
parish.

On the week of Father’s arrival, he was pleased to learn that on Sunday, February 21, afirst
annual ecumenical choir concert would be held. St. Anthony’s fine choir, so expertly directed
by Ardith Normandin, would join with several other churches in Forest Grove to present a
concert for the enjoyment of the community. The concert was well attended and was repeated
for several years. It wastruly a fine evening’s entertainment!

Father Robert Ciedlinski, vicar and pastor of St. Matthew’s parish in Hillsboro officialy
installed Father Dennis on Sunday, February 28, 1982 at the 11:00AM Mass. The Mass was
followed by a brunch in the parish gym. A large number of parishioners came to offer their
support and blessings.

The new pastor opened his first Parish Council meeting with a prayer on Wednesday
evening, February 24, 1982. He was briefed by Council President, Ken Gratteri, and Council
members and chairpersons of the various committees. The church windows had been
scheduled for an extensive repair job by Richard Dixon, Stained Glass speciaist of Port
Townsend, Washington, at a cost of $9,157. And, construction of the new parish center was
facing g the pastor. Two weeks prior to his arrival, a building fund pledge drive had been
held, and now members of the committee were preparing to again call on those who had not
pledged when the drive was held. Mike Sheridan and Bob Colfelt served as chairmen for the
pledge drive. Don Winkler headed the building committee and Ed Stadelman served as
chairman of the contractor’s committee. A decision was made, that the new building would
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be placed next to the church for a more functional and united feeling and, greater fellowship.
Fischer, Wallin and Long of Portland were selected as the architect, and Sorrento & Sons of
Portland were to be the contractors.

A loan from the Chancery Office in the amount of $112,000 was available, plus a loan for
80% of the unpaid pledges. The balance would be paid from parish D Notes, the sale of
Anthony House, special donations and other parish savings.

Following the ground breaking ceremony on June 6, 1982, it was learned that before
construction could begin, alarge area of spongy soil caused from clogged drains on the old
ag building had to be removed and the site filled with rock. This “surprise” would cause an
added expense of $10,000. Construction, nonetheless, began in July as scheduled, and
throughout the construction period, all was on schedule. Tota cost of the building was to be
$514,293, with the activity room and the nursery to be finished later by volunteers of the
parish. Father Dennis was impressed with the commitment of the people of the parish.

Prior to the beginning of construction, volunteers of the parish had spent many hours razing
the old ag building to make room for the new parish center. The Thrift Shop had been housed
there and closed its doors on Saturday, February 27, 1982. Following a clearance sale,
remaining goods were donated to St. Vincent De Paul Society and salvageable items were
offered for sale to interested parishioners.

The new parish center was completed and ready for occupancy in February 1983. The
blessing of the building was held on March 6, 1983, with Auxiliary Bishop Waldschmidt
officiating. It was a proud time for the pastor and parishioners. The building was beautiful,
but much remained to be done on the exterior as well as finishing the activity and nursery
rooms. Paving of the parking lot was the first priority, at a cost of $12,000. A problem
concerning a mutual easement with a neighbor was resolved with the help of parish attorney,
Mike Moore. Vince Hermens and his helpers so generously donated time and expertise on
the landscaping project. Plants were purchased and planted. Council agreed that a sprinkling
system should be installed prior to the completion of the landscaping. Di Rollo Irrigation of
Aloha contracted the job.

Even though a number of our parishioners did not pledge or help with the cost of the center, a
deficit was offset with the help of newcomers to the parish. Their consistent help with
monthly or annual donations made it more possible to meet our quarterly interest and
principal payments to the Chancery Office. A good number of those who had paid their
pledgesin full continued to make monthly or annual payments until the debt was paid in full.
All information was always made available to parishioners. During this time the parish grew
in number.

To further help with the retirement of the parish debt, the ladies of the parish contributed by
holding annual bazaars, craft fairs, rummage sales and annual plant sales. The costume rental
shop continued to provide a good source of income. And, the first annual Italian Dinner
(which replaced the turkey and ham dinners) was held on Sunday, March 13, 1983, in the
new parish center. It was a success and continued in following years to be an even greater
event. The meatballs, linguini and sauce were a big hit with the public~ a delicious dinner
that was nicely served. A Council decision stated that each year the dinner would be held on
the last Sunday in February. Proceeds went towards the retirement of the parish debt.
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Father Dennis was inspired by the number of people attending daily Mass and by the
participation in the life of the parish. He greatly appreciated the dedication of the members of
Parish Council as well as the various ministries. Father met individually and on a weekly
basis with staff members. Holy Communion under both species was promoted and additional
Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers were commissioned to serve. Girls as Altar servers were
introduced. (Natasha Medina-Reyes was the first girl to serve at the Altar). The Folk Group
added new |leaders and members so that each Mass was provided with music. Mary Ellen and
Enrique Medina, talented musicians, joined in the Folk Group leadership, however, they soon
moved on to Vancouver, Washington to continue their music ministry at St. Joseph’s Church.

Regular Advent and Lenten communal penance services were scheduled in preparation for
Christmas and Easter.

In the fall of 1982, the first RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) weekly
catechumenate was scheduled, which included candidates for Baptism, Confirmation and
Profession of Faith. With the help and good participation of the hosts during the six month
instructional period, the result was twelve converts the first year. The number grew in years
following. New parishioners were always welcomed and urged to register and become active
in the parish.

Coffee and donuts on Sunday mornings became a good way to get acquainted with the parish
family. And, the annual volunteer Sunday was another effective way to work together and
become acquainted. (Volunteer Sunday was set as a time for parishioners to pledge their
talents: SVDP, Education Programs, Y outh programs, nursing home visitations, maintenance,
transportation, help a family in the parish or community during times of illness, etc.). a
specia Sunday was designated as the time for parishioners to sign up in the area of help that
they preferred. Father Dennis encouraged the people of the parish to work at getting to know
each other.

Father enjoyed social gatherings with his parishioners. With a pastor of Irish heritage, the
staff felt that it was indeed fitting that on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, 1982, the adults of the
parish should be invited to gather for afirst annual Irish celebration honoring al the Irish in
the parish as well as our pastor. The first party was held in the old parish gym, and in the
years following in the new parish center. The cordia evenings, which were well attended and
enjoyed by all, included the wearing of the green, Irish songs, jokes , food and beverages.
These celebrations continued for severa years while Father Dennis was pastor.

Socia needs also continued to be a concern and priority. The parish remained active in the
FISH program. Blessing of animals on the feast day of St. Francis of Assis was an event
always enjoyed by the pet lovers of the parish and community. The annual June Ecumenical
Service held at the Methodist Church was another involvement which Father fully supported.

First Friday noon Mass and soup lunch was introduced soon after Father’s arrival in the
parish. Beulah Spiering, Emma Eckholt and their helpers never failed to serve a delicious
soup luncheon which became a very popular First Friday event for elderly and young alike.
And, it continues to be popular.
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Pre-Marriage and Pre-Baptismal classes became mandatory in the summer of 1983 in the
Archdiocese. Respect Life, Rediscovery, support for Single Parents and Natural Family
Planning were available ministries in our parish through the Archdiocese.

Early in 1983 it became evident that the church roof was in poor shape. The bad areas could
be repaired and perhaps get by for a year or so. It seemed at that time that the parish could
not handle financially the expense of a new roof. Then, in 1984, following three estimates
received, Council made the decision to go ahead and re-roof with new spec tile at a cost of
$12,500. Lifetime Roofing Company of Portland was the low bidder. And, the old boiler
needed a compl ete re-tube job by Tom Stevens Boiler Repair of Portland. Council was aware
that in the future a new heating system was inevitable. The old boiler was expensive to
maintain and it was not adequate.

The Forest Grove Fire Marshall asked that we raze the old gym or bring it up to code.
Maintenance chairman, Dave Spiering, was asked to look into the possibilities of
demolishing the old building. Byron Flint of Aloha contracted to raze the building for the
salvageable lumber. The parish agreed to pay $600 to Mr. Flint for the cost of disposing the
non-salvageable debris. The demoalition was completed in May, 1984.

Later in 1983, Parish Council was informed that the EIm Street Improvement project would
probably happen during the 1984-85 fiscal year. The estimated cost was $23,000. Council
and Father were overwhelmed with the big parish expenses at this time. However, it was
somewhat comforting to learn that Bancroft financing through the City of Forest Grove
would be available for the street improvement project and payments would probably not
begin until sometime in 1986.

In the summer of 1983 Father Sohler suffered a serious heart attack and was hospitalized for
several days. He returned to fair health and continued to serve in the parish on a limited
basis.

During the summer of 1983, seminarian Don Gutmann from the Archdiocese worked in the
parish on a part-time basis gathering experience in parish life and operation. Don was well
liked by the people and would later return to the parish to serve as youth minister before
continuing his studies to become a priest.

In 1983 Council approved Father’s request that the 7:00PM Saturday evening Mass be
changed to 5:30 PM.

When Julia Heesacker, a long time parishioner passed away in 1983, her children donated
funds to build a shrine of the Blessed Virgin Mary to be placed in the courtyard between the
church and parish center. In the summer of 1985, it was completed. The statue of the Blesses
Virgin Mary was donated by Julia’s sister, Agnes Heesacker. The shrine was dedicated on
August 15, 1985 ~ Our Lady of Grace in memory of Bert and Julia Heesacker, a beautiful
memorial of two devoted people.

The parish office continued to publish a quarterly news letter which was mailed to each

parish family. A monthly activity calendar was attached to the bulletin. The people were
always aware of monthly parish activities.
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Soon after the completion of the parish center, Father Dennis met with the ladies of the Altar
Society regarding new rules, regulations and rental prices for the use of the parish center for
weddings, specia dinners, anniversaries, etc.. New guidelines were drawn up and approved
by Council. Basically, the new parish center was reserved for parish functions and for the use
of parishioners. The ladies of the parish formed a committee under the leadership of Willa
Hendricks to serve dinners for families following a funera in the parish, a greatly
appreciated outreach. A separate committee formed under the leadership of Bea Holzmeyer,
Fran Foumal and Sharon Nosack to cater parish wedding receptions, anniversary celebrations
and other parties ~ always nicely served.

The first parish directory was published by Olan Mills Photography in the fall of 1983. Fifty
percent of the parish participated, and those who did found it very helpful in getting
acquainted with the members of our growing parish family.

In the fall of 1983, under the guidance of the Archdiocese, Vicariates were formed and
meetings scheduled as an opportunity for parishes to share and learn from one another. The
meetings included clergy and lay people. Our Vicariate includes Forest Grove, Hillsboro,
Verboort, Roy, North Plains, Gaston, Cornelius and Yamhill. Father Robert Ciedlinski of
Hillsboro was named the Vicar. Meetings were held alternately at each parish participating. It
was a great opportunity for the parishes, however, attendance was poor, interest lagged and
eventually meetings were cancelled. St. Anthony’s parish had been well represented. Frank
Buckiewicz served as the parish delegate and aways urged Council and all parishioners to
participate.

The Religious Education Program was under sound direction during the time that Katy
Andrews served as coordinator of the program. Katy worked well with teachers and provided
good teacher training programs. Her program included grades K-8 and during this time there
was a record high attendance. The annual Archdiocesan Key People conference was well
attended by St. Anthony’s. In December 1983, Katy Andrews resigned when the Andrews
family moved to Moscow, Idaho. Judy Hendricks was hired on an interim basis until July 1,
1984. At that time the position would be open also to other candidates. Judy was serving as
chairperson of the Education Commission and was well qualified for the job as Religious
Education Coordinator. During this time enrollment continued to increase. The annual book
fair and the children’s Christmas Mass was introduced. A one week summer school staffed
by the Sisters of St. Mary of Oregon was well attended.

Mike Benton continued as Y outh and Campus Minister. Parish volunteers assisted Mike in
carrying out the various projects, annual CY O convention, retreats, paper drives, bike-a-thon,
group help on Burnside, UNICEF, sharing activities with other youth groups, delivering
Christmas baskets and regular weekly gatherings and classes were some of the many
activities. Mike was aways eager to keep updated by attending seminars and workshops
provided for the Archdiocesan Youth Ministers. He met regularly with Father regarding
priorities and goals for the youth program.

Mike aso worked at forming a good University Campus Ministry at Pacific University and
the parish staff was not too surprised when Mike announced that he had become engaged and
would marry Beth Rasgorshek, a Pacific University student and that he would resign as
Y outh Minister effective July 1, 1985. (In June 1984, a $3,071 first grant was received from
the archdiocesan Stewardship program for the Newman Apostolate.)
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Perhaps one of Father Dennis’s most difficult times at St. Anthony’s was in December 1983.
At the Parish Council meeting, Father shared with Council members that he was concerned
over the Adult Education Program. Father pointed out that Sister Mary Trainor was
extremely dedicated to her work and had done much for the parish. She was deeply
committed to the Charismatic Renewa and while this had been an avenue of spiritual
renewal for some, he felt that the needs of many parishioners were not being served. Father
felt that Sister Mary’s contract should not be renewed for the 1984-85 fiscal year. Following
lengthy Council discussions, an evaluation which included staff members and Education
Commission members was requested along with recommendations, with the final decisionin
Father Dennis’s hands.

Sister Mary Trainor announced at the February Council meeting that she felt it was time to
move on. She had been in the parish for seven years. She would continue to work within the
Charismatic Renewal. It was agreed by Council that St. Anthony’s would give Sister Mary a
positive recommendation. Parish Council went on record in making the following statement:

“That Sister Mary Trainor is inwardly and outwardly devoted to our Lord and dedicated to
Hiswork. It iswith the blessings of the Parish Council that we see her off to a new ministry.”

St. Anthony’s Prayer Community continued its weekly Tuesday evening prayer meetings
under the direction of the Pastoral Team. Regular semi-annual retreats and special
celebrations continued and the community continued to contribute in prayerful ways and in
outstanding parish involvement.

Following Sister Mary’s resignation, Sister Florence Peterson, SNJM, was hired as Pastoral
Associate beginning in September, 1984. Father Dennis shared with Council that he preferred
to fill the vacancy as a Pastoral Associate instead of an Adult Education Coordinator. Sister
Florence soon involved talented parishioners in the Adult Faith Ministry. Scripture studies
were held weekly and visitations to nursing homes, hospitals and homes were promoted.
Sister Florence initiated the St. Anthony’s Saint Vincent de Paul ministry under the guidance
of Tim Hornbeck from the Chancery. Social concern organizational meetings were held and
within a few months the leadership was successfully transferred into the hands of a team:
Nan Cop, Leader and June Smelki and Rosie Gerding, helpers. The SVDP became an
umbrella organization for those in need. Over thirty of our fellow parishioners were a part of
the SVDP from the start and more became involved as the agency grew. Involvement
included delivering food, making up food boxes, keeping the food cupboard in good order,
answering the phones and keeping office records. It became an outreach to hundreds in our
community; the parish also remained active in the FISH program.

The Women’s Support group, Mother’s Morning Off Co-op, Women’s Exercises and
Breakfast Club were among Sister’s ministries. Sister Florence felt strongly that we were no
longer a Church where everything is done for the people, but, that the people must feel
responsible and capable to carry out many ministries.

As a result of the new Code of Canon Law, it was at this point in parish history that we

experienced the demise of Parish Council ~ to be replaced by Pastoral Council. From 1971-
1984 the elected people of the parish had served in the decision-making Council. Now a
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