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INTRODUCTION
The history of our parish dates back to 1908.

In writing the history of St. Anthony’s Parish, Forest Grove, Oregon, | attempted to cover
events of importance during the past 27 years. During that time, | served as secretary and
administrative assistant of the parish. My service spanned six different pastors and six
associate pastors from 1963-1990.

The main objective is to provide a summary of major events as well as the personalities of
pastors, associate pastors and staff members, and to remind the reader that it is the
contributions and giving of self and of each priest, nun and lay person that has made St.
Anthony’swhat it is today.

| have gone not only to the records kept during the past twenty-seven years, but to the many
memories and experiences that | have tucked away. Each priest has had a very special place
in the hearts of our parishioners — there were many accomplishments as well as
shortcomings.

In general, this history is chronological. | hope that regardless of its imperfections, this
history will provide insight into the parish’s fascinating past.

VeraH. DeWolf



ST. ANTHONY OF PAUDA

St. Anthony’s parish is under the patronage of St. Anthony of Padua. St. Anthony lived in
the 1200’s and was strongly influenced by St. Francis. At fifteen, Anthony entered the Order
of Regular Canons of St. Augustine near Lisbon. Two years later he was sent to the convent
of the Holy Cross of the same Order at Coimbra. After eight years of intense studies, he was
inspired to follow the footsteps of the Franciscan Order. After preaching to the Moors in
Africa, he became severely ill and became obliged to return to Spain, but his desire to see St.
Francis took him to Assisi where he was made a professor of theology. Finally he gave up
teaching and devoted himself entirely to preaching. He labored hard to preserve monastic
discipline.

St. Anthony was acknowledged by many to be a person of incredible holiness and wisdom.
Many miracles were attributed to hisintercession. He died on June 13, 1231 — and is known
as the patron of the poor.

S. Anthony, pray for us that we trust God to lead and guide us, not according to our plans,
but His glory alone.



IN RECOGNITION AND GRATITUDE

Whatever the shortcomings of this history, they would have been much more without the
generous help, advice and comments of those on whom | relied.

Fr. Dennis O’Donovan
Fr. Dave Guttmann
Jim Shores

Dale Goodrick

Jerry and Mary Wieber
Morrie DeWolf
Michael DeWolf

Mary Eagle

GOD BLESSYOU ALL

A specia THANKS to my friend, Mary Wieber, for her generosity in helping with the many
office duties, especialy during the times that | was away. Mary’s talent for keeping things
running smoothly and editing a fine weekly bulletin was always appreciated. Without her
generous outreach it would have been difficult. God bless you always, Mary!

Also, abig THANKS to Nora Meeuwsen, my friend, on whom | relied many times. During
the 60’s and 70’s, Nora’s help in the office, and expertise in contributing ideas and help on
the numerous fundraisers, especialy the annual parish dinner, was aways appreciated and
important for the financial health of the parish. Nora was always there for her parish. God
bless you always, Noral

And, | gratefully acknowledge our talented parishioner and artist, Carl Tasa, for his beautiful
sketch of the early church and the present church, so nicely depicted on the cover of this
parish history. Thank you Carl and God bless you and your family.

| can never adequately thank the people who have helped me in the course of the past three
years.

Loveisvery
patient and kind..

~ | Corinthians 13:4



INMEMORY.....

A number of our parishioners have passed away. To them we owe a debt of gratitude for
their hard work and support during the past years. Their strength and faithfulness are
qualities we need always remember:

Some of the outstanding parishioners whose service comes to my mind, just to mention afew
are:

Art and Laura Flynn, George and Lena Hendricks, Cecilia and George Vuylsteke, Ben and
Cecilia Gent, Bert and Julia Heesacker, Ernest Heesacker, Les and Naomi Blem, Mary
Rauch, Ada Larsen, Mary Armstrong, Richard (Dick) Hendricks, Norbert Meeuwsen, Helen
and Justin (Jiggs) Crunican, Francis Duyck, Theresa Meeuwsen, Andy and Theresa
Vanderzanden, Ray and Susie Vanderzanden, Jim Hills, Rene and Gladys Wyffels, Lincoln
Hoilien, June Smgkl, Della Benoit, Margeurite Mangold, Jean Warner, Carl Landauer,
Claude Sheldon, Joe T. VanDyke, Henry Holzmeyer, Fred and Cecilia VandeBergh, Nanette
Cop, Chet and Ann Evansen, Rose Eickhoff, Fermen and Viola McAdoo, Robert Klenke,
Rosalia McMahon, William and Viola Sohler, Mary E. Spiering, Viola Jackson, Art and
Blanche Guarinello, Lucy Larsen, Connie Wise.

There are many others, who are not mentioned by name, but whom we will always continue
to remember for their loving contributions to St. Anthony’s parish.



FORWARD

Many who have worked closely with Vera DeéWolf cannot help but stand in awe of the
energy and dedication she put into her 27 years of service to St. Anthony’s. A good many of
those years Vera volunteered her time, without compensation — in the midst of caring for her
family.

Vera’s efforts in compiling this history point to the importance of seeing a parish not just in
the present moment but as a community of believers who have fashioned a history, a legacy
of passing on faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Many have sacrificed time and energy to make
St. Anthony’s what it is now - a people of God who continue to welcome anyone fortunate to
find their way here, if only for a short while.

Thank you, Vera, for giving so generously of yourself, your time and your love.

Mary Eagle
(On behalf of St. Anthony’s parish)



SUMMARY OF OUR PARISH HISTORY
1908-1958

The history of St. Anthony’s Church, Forest Grove, Oregon begins in 1908. Father F.J.
Kettenhofen, pastor of Visitation Church, Verboort purchased, in that year, the property now
bordered by Cedar Street and Seventeenth Avenue in Forest Grove. There the first Forest
Grove church was built. The property included a house which was remodeled to serve as a
rectory and a chapel.

In 1909, the Rev. J.P. Buck was appointed as the first resident pastor of St. Philip’s parish,
Forest Grove, by the Most Rev. Archbishop Christie. The name of the parish was changed
from St. Philip’s to St. Anthony’s by Father Buck at the request of the Catholic Extension
Society, through which organization Father Buck received alarge donation toward the cost of
building a new church. During Father Buck’s pastorate in Forest Grove, he was instrumental
in building churchesin Forest Grove, Cornelius and Gaston.

Father Buck served St. Anthony’s of Forest Grove and the attached missions of Cornelius
and Seghers (located three miles east of Gaston). A few years later, a chapel was built in
Gaston with funds received from the Extenson Society. In 1910 the mission of St
Alexander and in 1912 the mission of St. John had become attached to the Forest Grove
parish.

When Father Buck was first appointed pastor in Forest Grove, a census of Catholics
disclosed seven families — three of which were mixed marriages.

The building, which was erected under the direction of Father Buck, was intended to be the
first floor of a future school, but the structure was converted into a church which served the
people for 46 years. In building the church, the few families who were here were helped by
the parishioners of Verboort, through a donation from Mr. Hill, the well known railroad man,
and by the Catholic Extension Society. The church was dedicated on Sunday, August 27,
1911, by Archbishop Christie.

Father Buck was born in alittle log cabin located on the banks of the Minnesota River. His
parents were both Presbyterians and he was raised in a strict Calvinistic home. It was after
he had joined the Catholic Church that he decided to serve the Lord as a priest. He attended
the St. John Seminary in Collegeville, Minnesota, and later transferred to Mt. Angel
Seminary.

Father Buck served the Forest Grove parish for eight years and was then assigned to the St.
Joseph’s Church in Salem. During his pastorate in Forest Grove, he was assisted by the Holy
Cross Fathers.

In 1917, Rev. George Campbell succeeded Father Buck as pastor. In 1919, he was
succeeded by Rev. E.P. Murphy. Father Murphy was the first president of Columbia
University (Now University of Portland). Father H.E. Boesch then served the parish for 20
years, from 1922-1942. Upon Father Boesch’s retirement, Father John Larkin was appointed
pastor. He was helped by the Benedictine Fathers in taking care of the Forest Grove parish
and its two missions. In 1947, Father Daniel O’Connell became pastor. Father C. Shea



succeeded him in 1950. In September 1952, Father Donald Denman was appointed pastor,
and was assisted by the Jesuit Fathers of Sheridan, Oregon.

In 1958 Father John O’Callaghan became the new pastor of St. Anthony’s. Father James P.
Heade succeeded him in 1966, followed by Father Stephen Breitenstein in 1971 and by
Father Louis Sohler in 1978. Father Sohler retired in 1982, and continued as Pastor Emeritus
until his death in 1986. Father Dennis O’Donovan served as pastor from 1982 until 1989,
followed by the present pastor, Father Dave Gutmann.

Time periods that each pastor served at St. Anthony’s of Forest Grove during the period of
1908-1990 are as follows:

1908 — Father F.J. Kittenhoffen Administrator
1909- 1917 — Father J.P. Buck

1917- 1919 — Father George Campbell
1919- 1922 — Father E. P. Murphy

1922 — 1942 — Father H. E. Boesch

1942 — 1947 — Father John Larkin

1947 — 1950 — Father Dan O’Connéll
1950 — 1952 — Father C. Shea

1952 — 1958 — Father Don Denman

1958 — 1966 — Father John O’Callaghan
1966 — 1971 — Father James Heade

1971 — 1978 — Father Stephen Breitenstein
1978 — 1982 — Father Louis Sohler

1982 — 1989 — Father Dennis O’Donovan
1989 - 19 - Father Dave Gutmann

In 1955 the parish purchased the South Park High School on 17" Avenue and Elm Street
from the Forest Grove Public School District for the sum of $71,870. The purchase included
alarge athletic field, gymnasium, a house and a three story school with auditorium.

In January 1956, work was begun on the remodeling of the auditorium as a proposed church
and school. It was planned to have the church ready for services on Easter. The work was
well underway when a disastrous fire struck in late February completely destroying the
structure.



Plans for the new church were then drawn by Architect Louis Schmerber of Salem. On
November 28, 1956 the contract was let to the firm of Limpus and Phelps of Forest Grove for
the erection of the new church on the site of the old school. The amount of the contract was
$148,350. The building was completed in 1957.

Key planning committee members included: George Hendricks, Francis Duyck, Jerry
Wieber, Lester Blem, Fred Herb and Lincoln Hoilien.

The new and present church was dedicated by Archbishop Edward D. Howard on September
23, 1957. Former pastors attending the dedication included: Father John Larkin, Father
George Campbell, Father Dan O’Connell and Father Cornelius Shea.

Father Donald Denman was pastor during this time, and in the years following the fire, he
often heard joking remarks regarding the “convenient fire.” It was later realized that the
structure would not have served the parish as planned. It had not been designed by an
architect and probably would not have met building codes. So it became sort of a joke
among Father’s peers.

Father Don Denman was born in 1914, in Livingston, Montana. He attended St. Mary’s
Academy in Medford, St. Joseph College, Mountain View, California, Catholic University
and St. Edward’s Seminary in Seattle where Minor Orders sub-diaconate and diaconate were
conferred in 1942. He was the first chaplain for Catholic Girl Scouts while serving at St.
Mary’s Cathedral in Portland. He was serving at St. Mary Star of the Sea Church in Astoria
when he was transferred to Forest Grove. It was during Father Denman’s pastorate that the
purchase of the District 15 property and the Smith property east of town took place. And, the
present Church was built.

Father Denman isretired and lives at St. John Vianney residence in Beaverton.

Prior to buying the property from School District 15, property east of Forest Grove known as
the Smith property was purchased by the parish with the intent of building the new church
there. When the South Park High School property was offered for sale at a good price,
however, it was decided that the parish should go ahead with this purchase as it would be
more likely that a parish school could be a possibility. The Smith property was then sold.

The old St. Joseph’s Church in Salem had been razed, and the stained glass windows from
the old structure could not be used in the new building plans for that parish. An offer was
made to the St. Anthony’s Parish, and all the windows were purchased from St. Joseph’s
Parish for $1500. The windows were temporarily stored in the barn on the Smith property
until the new church building was ready for the installation. As some parishioners contend,
“the church was built around the windows.” In 1976, the parish contracted with Hauser
Studios of Stained Glass, Winona, Minnesota, to have some repairs made to the windows.
The remainder of the needed repairs was postponed until 1982 when Richard Dixon, Stained
Glass Specidist, Port Townsend, Washington, was hired for extensive repairs. Cost of the
project was $9157. The windows are highly valued for their artistic beauty and are
irreplaceable. They were probably designed and crafted between 1890 and 1910 and are
valued at over $100,000. The windows depict lives of the saints in the church and include —
The Sacred Heart of Jesus, The Good Shepherd, St. Patrick, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Agnes,



St. Joseph, St. Joan of Arc and St. Anthony. Our parish was indeed fortunate to have been
ableto claim the windows. Their beauty has enhanced our daily and weekly liturgies.
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SERVICE OF OUR ARCHBISHOPS

The life of a Catholic Parish is intimately connected to the life of its diocese and bishop. A
parish partially takes its identity from the diocesan bishop. At very least, the bishop strongly
influences the direction, life and ministry of a parish. That aso was the case with St
Anthony’s in Forest Grove. Before St. Anthony’s was even congtituted as a parish, three
Archbishops served the Archdiocese of Oregon City during the period of 1846-1898. The
first Archbishop was Francis Norbert Blanchet who served from 1846-1880; the second was
Charles John Seghers, who served from 1880-1884; and the third was William Hickley
Gross, C.S.R., a Redemptorist, who served from 1885-1898.

The following Archbishops served the Archdiocese of Oregon City and later the Archdiocese
of Portland in Oregon from the time that our parish began in 1908. (In 1908, Father F.J.
Kettenhoffen, pastor of Visitation Chruch in Verboort served as administrator of the mission
of Forest Grove for one year.)

In 1909 when Father Buck was assigned as the first resident pastor to Forest Grove,
Archbishop Alexander Christie was serving the Archdiocese of Oregon City. Oregon City
was the See but Archbishop Christie made his residence in Portland. During this time, he
obtained permission from Rome to establish the Diocese of Baker because of the great size of
the Portland Archdiocese and traveling conditions at that time. Shortly thereafter there began
aperiod of tria for the Archbishop. He was suffering from illness and was being charged of
not being truly orthodox. During this time of attacks by unknown sources, the Archbishop
made his answer by silence and great dignity. The Archbishop’s motto was “Faith and
Kindness.” His faith was made clear by his conduct during the period of torment through
which he passed.

The outstanding event in the last years of Archbishop Christie’s term was the Oregon school
bill which he faced in a condition of failing health but which resulted in great success. The
bill, introduced in July and passed in November, 1922, provided that al normal children
must go to public school, or be under severe penalty for failure to comply. The Archbishop
fought the bill. The State of Oregon lost the case before the Oregon Supreme Court,
appedled to the United States Supreme Court and, finaly, lost there in May 1925.
Archbishop Christie died just weeks before this news.

His splendid character, his personal charm and the contributions he made to Oregon and to
the development of the Catholic Church in Oregon received high regards from the secular
press and from various churches. Archbishop Christieis buried in Mt. Calvary Cemetery, the
first Archbishop to be buried in Portland. Archbishop Christie was the fourth Archbishop of
Oregon City and served from 1899-1925.

Archbishop Edward D. Howard was the fifth Archbishop of Oregon City from 1926-1928,
and the first Archbishop of Portland from 1928-1966. When Archbishop Howard died in
1983, at the age of 105, he was the oldest prelate in the world.

In April, 1926, Archbishop Howard was appointed to the See of Oregon City. He was
instaled in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Portland on August 6, 1926. On
September 26, 1928 Archbishop Howard’s See city was changed by a decision of the Sacred
Congregation in Rome, to the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon. The Archbishop
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immediately began centralizing his Episcopal government by creating a much needed
Chancery in the rectory of the Cathedral Church which served the purpose until a separate
chancery building was erected, the first in the Archdiocese. He re-organized the St. Vincent
de Paul and Holy Name Societies. In 1928, he was able to secure the Catholic Sentinel from
private ownership. Catholic education was very important to him and his determination was
tested in 1931 in All Saints Church in Portland. That parish had been denied a permit to
build a parochial grade school on the ground that the building would conflict with a local
zoning ordinance. Archbishop Howard appealed to the courts and won. The first
Archdiocesan high school for boys opened in 1939 (Central Catholic).

In 1939 Archbishop Howard was named by Pope Pius XII as an assistant to the Pontifical
throne.

He was still in office at age 80 and convened the Fifth Provincial Council of Portland in 1957
and attended the Second Vatican Council in Rome. After having served his Archdiocese for
forty years he resigned his See at age 88.

He spent his retirement years at Maryville Nursing Home in Beaverton. During Archbishop
Howard’s time as Archbishop, there was a marked increase in church attendance. He died on
January 2, 1983 and was buried at Mount Calvary Cemetery in Portland. His Funeral Mass
was telecast live from the Cathedral on January 7, 1983.

kkhkkhkkkhkhkkhkhkkhkhhkkhkhhkhkhkkhkhkkkhkkk*x

The next appointed Archbishop was Robert J. Dwyer — the sixth Archbishop of Portland in
Oregon. He served from 1966 — 1974. He was ordained on June 11, 1932, the first native
Utahan ordained for service in the Diocese of Utah.

His appointment to be Archbishop of Portland was made public on December 14, 1966, when
at that time he was serving the Diocese of Reno, Nevada. He left his diocese in sound
financial condition. The number of Catholics had increased over three times. In Portland he
was entrusted with the care of a sizeable Catholic population and a comfortable inventory of
churches, colleges, schools and buildings for religious orders. Besides the problems of
administration of a large Archdiocese, urgent problems soon appeared. The buildings of
needed schools and other projects had required a bank debt of over $7 million dollars.
Archbishop Dwyer undertook an extensive pledge program known as “ACTION,” which
resulted in the debt being paid off.

The Archbishop was of the old school, which taught that the Bishop should rule, while being
responsible to God for his conduct. The 60’s were a most trying time for him; he had a kind
heart and a strong determination to be just.

Finding his health dipping he resigned on January 22, 1974. At the installation of his
successor Archbishop Cornelius Power, he wasiill, and his address of welcome was read with
great effect by Reverend Willis Whalen. Soon afterward he left for Piedmont, California,
where he made a final home.

One of Archbishop Dwyer’s pleasures was the writing of columns for the Register System of
Catholic papers. He interested himself in matters of art such as the Liturgical Art Society.
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He was chairman and editor of the Nationa Catholic Register and was chairman of the
Catholic Twin Circle. During his last years he wrote a series about the lives of outstanding
figures of the Church called “The Saints Go Marching.”

On the morning of March 24, 1976, Archbishop Dwyer died of cancer.

kkhkkhkkkhkhkkhkkhkkhkhhkhkhhkhkkhkkkikkk*

Cornelius Michael Power was the seventh Archbishop of Portland in Oregon. He was
installed at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary in
Portland on April 17, 1974.

During his twelve busy years as the head of this Archdiocese, Archbishop Power
accomplished many things. He established an endowment fund to ensure financial stability
for the Archdiocese. At the Chancery level, he reorganized various Chancery offices into
Vicariates, and established the Office of Ministries and the Family Life Office. He
canonically formed the Vicariate for Southeast Asians.

Archbishop Power reorganized Catholic Charities as well as the Catholic Truth Society of
Oregon, which has been renamed the Oregon Catholic Press. In addition, he began an annual
clergy convention, founded the Oregon Catholic Conference, and held the first Archdiocesan
Pastoral Convention (1985).

Setting another precedent within the history of the Archdiocese, Archbishop Power requested
the Holy Father appoint two auxiliary bishops and on December 6, 1977, Pope Paul VI
named Bishop Paul E. Waldschmidt, C.S.C. and Bishop Kenneth D. Steiner.

On July 3, 1986, Archbishop Power received the approval of Pope John Paul Il, and
announced his retirement. Archbishop Power is spending his retirement years in Portland.

khkkkkkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhkkkhkhkkddhkkx

William J. Levada was installed as the Eighth Archbishop of Portland in Oregon on
September 21, 1986.

All of the Archbishop’s great grandparents emigrated to northern California during the
1860’s and 1870’s. The Oliveira (paternal grandparents) and Nunes (maternal grand father)
families from the island of Sao Jorge, one of the nine isands of the Azores archipelago in
Portugal and Mahoney (maternal grandmother) and Tierney (paternal grandmother) families
from County Cork and County Kilkenny in Ireland. Sometime after1880, according to
census records, Archbishop Levada’s great grandfather, John Oliveira, officialy simplified
the family nameto “LEVADA.”

William Levada was ordained a priest on December 20, 1961. He served as auxiliary bishop
of Los Angeles for three years, and served as Director of Continuing Education for the
Clergy in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. He also served as President of the Senate of
Priests. In 1976 Father Levada was assigned to work for the Congregation for the Doctrine
of Faith at the Holy See, a position he held for six years. On May 15, 1980, he was given the
honorary title of Chaplain of His Holiness, Pope John Paul Il. In the summer of 1982
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Monsignor Levada returned to California to take up duties as Executive Director of the
California Catholic Conference of Bishops at the request of his own Archbishop. In
February, 1984, he moved to Santa Barbara, where he was assigned as Episcopal Vicar for
Santa Barbara County in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles. During his years as a member of
the National Conference of Catholic Bishops, he served on severa Conference Committees:
Committee of Doctrine, Committee for Pro-Life Activities, Committee for Pastoral Research
and Practices, and Committee for a Pastoral Letter Responding to Women’s Concerns, as
well as the United States Catholic Conference Communications Committee. In September
1985, Bishop Levada was entrusted with the guidance of a reorganization committee for the
Archdiocese, reorganizing the Archdiocese administratively into five Pastora Regions, each
to be presided over by an Auxiliary Bishop, and reorganizing the central administrative
structure into a Cabinet of Secretariats.

Archbishop Levada was appointed in July 1986, by Pope John Paul to serve as the eighth
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon. Prior to his appointment in Portland,
Archbishop Mahoney of Los Angeles had just appointed him moderator of the Curia and
Chancellor of the Los Angeles Archdiocese (only three weeks before his appointment as
eighth Archbishop of Portland in Oregon).

Archbishop Levada presently serves the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon.

Following is an account of the priests | have known and worked with and who have
contributed so much to St. Anthony’s parish and its community:

The Pastorate of Father John T. O’Callaghan

In 1958, Father O’Callaghan was assigned pastor of St. Anthony’s in Forest Grove. A new
rectory was built adjacent to the new Church. In 1960, the old Church and rectory located at
17" and Cedar Street was sold to the United Methodist Church of Forest Grove.

In the summer of 1962, Father John O’Callaghan announced plans for the long anticipated
parish elementary school and convent. Father had an Archdiocesan reputation for getting
building projects accomplished, and he wasted no time in getting a building committee
appointed for the school and convent building project. A pledge drive was organized and
construction got underway immediately on the school building. Since the pledge drive did
not receive enough in contributions for both the school and convent, it was decided that the
convent would be built later when the school debt was paid in full. Father offered the rectory
for the sisters’ residence and he agreed to move into a small rental on Filbert Street until the
convent could be built.
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